
   

 

Every Dark Cloud has a  
Silver(wood) Lining  

By Bailey Kaul 
 

Winter can be dreary and cold but on these melting days it is won-
derful to lay on a snowbank and enjoy the changing clouds. They 
are easy to spot and typically the largest object in the sky and cov-
er about ¾ of the earth's surface at any one time. These massive 
and looming figures create patterns, light filters, and shapes that 
make the sky a flurry of activity.  
 
Clouds contain water droplets or ice crystals that appear in visible 
shapes or formations in the sky. If we remember 6th grade science 
class, you may vaguely think of the water cycle. The evaporation of 
water from the earth's surface condenses up in the atmosphere to 
create clouds. If you have ever walked through fog or if you have 
seen your breath in the winter, this process creates miniature cloud 
like structures.  
 
You may also may have heard words like nimbostratus, or cumulus, 
or cirrus on the weather channel. These categories exist to try and 
group clouds to make them easier to understand and help predict 
the type of weather or precipitation we will receive here on the 
ground.  
The most common type of cloud in MN in the winter are stratus 
clouds. These clouds indicate snow or ice are likely on the way. Cir-
rus clouds are sometimes made of ice crystals rather than liquid 
water. These interact with light and create the “halo” effect around 
the sun or moon. Cirrocumulus clouds indicate chilly weather but 
no snow.  
 
As spring approaches, we will often see more altocumulus, stratocu-
mulus, nimbostratus, cumulus, and cumulonimbus types of clouds 
that indicate rain or nicer weather. So, as we approach spring be 
sure to “keep your head in the clouds” and look for some of these 
amazing clouds.  
 
For more cloud images check out The Cloud Appreciation Society at: 
https://cloudappreciationsociety.org/  
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The mission of Three Rivers Park  

District is promote environmental 

stewardship through recreation  

and education in a natural  

resources-based park system. 

 

Silverwood Park’s Mission Is:  
Through quality experiences in nature 
and the arts, we foster lasting connec-
tions to the environment, each other 

and ourselves. 

Cirrus 22° Halo Effect  
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Program Assistant Opportunities 
 
 
Make and Mingle: Route 
Tuesday, March 21 
6:00PM-9:00PM 
 
Event Assistants (4 volunteers). Assist 
with art-making or other roles during our sea-
sonal Make and Mingle Event.  Best for those 
who enjoy working with adults and a laid back 
atmosphere.  Must be 21+. 
 
 
Free Family Fun Day: Puppet Art  
Adventures 
Sunday, March 12 
Sunday, April 16 
Sunday, May 14 
12:30PM-3:00PM 
 
Art Assistants (2-6 volunteers). Assist 
families and children with making art and 
learning about nature after a puppet show.  
This program is best for folks who enjoy en-
thusiastically explaining instructions and are 
comfortable standing for most of the program.  
 
Homeschool Program: Birds and Carving 
Thursdays, March 16-30 
9:30AM-11:30AM 
1PM-3PM 
 
Carving Assistant (1 volunteer). Assist 
homeschool learners by ensuring they stay 
safe while using knives. Best for those who 
have some familiarity and comfort with knives 
and sharp tools. You can commit to one or 
both of the timeframes during each program.   
 
International Sculpture Day 
Saturday, April 29 
1PM-4PM 
 
Art Assistants (2-6 volunteers).  Assist 
families and children with making art related 
to the sculptures along the trail.  This program 
is best for folks who enjoy enthusiastically ex-
plaining instructions and are comfortable 
standing for most of the program. Be pre-
pared to be outdoors if the weather allows. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Volunteer Opportunities 

Volunteer Docents  
 

Become an art and nature docent at Silver-
wood Park’s gallery.  We are searching for vol-
unteers to be present in the gallery during 
busy weekend times, primarily Saturdays and 
Sundays from 1PM-3PM.  Docents are meant 
to invite park guests to talk about and engage 
with the art in the gallery, relating it to the 
outdoors and environmental themes.  Becom-
ing a docent requires a group training with Sil-
verwood staff.  Then, docents work inde-
pendently, signing up for shifts in small 
groups or on their own.   
 
Community Science Projects 
 
In addition to Silverwood’s events, we are 
continuing to expand our monitoring, commu-
nity science, and data collection opportunities.  
Ask for more details about what is available.   

To volunteer for any of these opportuni-

ties, please call or email Seth Eberle at 

seth.eberle@threeriversparks.org or 612-

508-6217.  They will connect you with the 

staff person leading the program or pro-

ject.   


