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Fall Construction at Richardson
This fall, Richardson Nature Center will close to the public for approximately one
month after Labor Day for a pavement improvement and parking expansion
project. The work has been timed to coincide with needed maintenance on
Richardson’s lot, entrance trails, and lighting. As you’ve likely noted, our current
capacity of sixty-nine parking stalls is often insufficient during weekends and
events, which leads to cars parked along the bike trail. This project will include
forty additional parking stalls, new lighting, and ADA improvements along the
entrance trail and access to the amphitheater. The planning team has been
careful to minimize expanding our footprint and to consider stormwater
management, in partnership with the Nine Mile Creek Watershed District. The
new lot will retain the center island and rain garden/infiltration basin, which will
be replanted. Most of the space for the additional stalls will be created by adding
a row along the west end of the lot and pushing the bike trail further west, as
well as removing the tips of the center boulevard. This trail realignment will also
improve safety concerns about bikers cutting diagonally across the parking lot.
Things will be a little dusty around here this fall, but it will be worth it!

The mission of Three Rivers
Park District is to promote
environmental stewardship
through recreation and
education in a natural resourcesbased park system.

Dark areas will be the construction areas.

You may have noticed we’ve lost quite a few trees lately. The majority of these
were ash trees removed due to Emerald Ash Borer infestation. Additionally, our
Forestry staff do periodic checks for any trees near high-use areas that could
be safety hazards due to their age or health. Unfortunately, many of the aspen
trees around the Nature Exploration Area were also deemed potentially
hazardous. Most of the removed trees will stay in the park for use as firewood
and we are working with Forestry to replant when possible. They have already
replanted behind the woodshed with five sugar maples, three yellow birch, three
nannyberry, three wild plum and two hackberry.

Welcome Back!
Rachel Vortherms
Hello again!
Like the birds returning from their wintering grounds, I've come back
too! Unlike our migratory friends, I was not wintering anywhere warm or
tropical. My colder months were spent with the Bloomington Public
Schools school-age care program, Kids' Safari. I had the opportunity to
work at both Hillcrest Community School (with a preschool group), and
Oak Grove Elementary (with the kindergarten through fifth grade
students). I loved my time there, and had so many opportunities to
grow and gain experience.
Some may already know this, and others will learn early on that I have a
soft spot for birds. Birds, for me, are like spiders for Monica, or flowers
for Allie. They just, make me happy and excited. So, you can only
imagine my excitement about returning for The Big Year of Birds. What
I lack in years of experience birding, I make up for in enthusiasm and
love for birdwatching. Birds were my introduction to the magic of
observing the natural world. Now, every day, I get to share and
experience that magic.
This year, I am returning as a Seasonal Naturalist. I will be here from
April to October. In my personal time, I like to read, explore creative
hobbies like watercolors and macramé, and visit breweries. Please
come say hi and chat with me about your favorite bird or birding spot.

Noon Ebrahim
Last summer, Richardson introduced me to so many new experiences
and learning opportunities. The connections I made at RNC are ones I
will cherish forever, and I am so fortunate to have the opportunity to be
back for another summer! I am looking forward to reconnecting with
the Richardson community and can’t wait to continue learning!

Katie Frias
Hi everyone!
I'm excited to be spending another summer at Richardson. This
summer, I will be full-time and transition to part-time in the fall; as I've
accepted the permanent part-time Naturalist Programmer position.
I'm looking forward to seeing and working with you all on camps and
programs.

Volunteer Opportunities
Please sign up by calling 763-694-7676 or emailing RichardsonNC@ThreeRiversParks.org
Currently, all programs will be held outdoors. Volunteers are expected to adhere to current Three Rivers Park District
COVID-19 guidelines.

Please note that all in-person programs are subject to change or cancellation pending current COVID-19 guidelines.

The Big Sit

Summer Camp Volunteer

Saturday, June 11
8 AM–4 PM (2 hour shifts)

We are looking for enthusiastic volunteers to assist with our
summer camps. Camps are held outside for the entire time, only
coming inside for bathroom breaks and inclement weather.
Please let us know if you can help out.

As a part of the Big Year of Birds, sites
throughout Three Rivers Park District will be
hosting the "Big Sit", where people will be
birdwatching from one location, competing with
the other sites to have the largest number of
different bird species seen in one day, at one
location. Richardson will also be participating in
the event. We are looking for two volunteers for
each two-hour long shift who will be willing to do
the following:
Help greet and welcome guests - informing
them of what is happening and where
Help guests successfully use binoculars
Help the naturalist and guests sight, identify,
and count birds
If this event sounds interesting, but the above
listed duties do not, please feel free to come as a
guest and help us compete to be the site with the
most birds identified!
Staff contact: Rachel Vortherms,
Rachel.Vortherms@ThreeRiversParks.org

Family Bird Hike
Saturday, June 11
9:30–11:45 AM
Program time is 10-11:30 AM. Assist a naturalist
with a bird hike with families. Help participants
use binoculars and identify birds seen or heard
on the hike.

Free Family Fun Days
Sundays
12:30–3:30 PM
Every Sunday, naturalist staff will be outdoors
providing visitors with a variety of outdoor
activities and experiences. Each weekend will
have a different theme. Assist with greeting
visitors or with an outdoor activity.

Ages 4–5 years, 9:30 AM–12 PM
June 14–16, Tues–Thurs COLORS OF NATURE CAMP
July 6–8, Wed-Fri NATURE'S ALPHABET CAMP
July 18–19, Mon-Tues BEETLES, BUTTERFLIES &
BACKSWIMMERS CAMP
August 1–2, Mon-Tues MUD PIES & FROG EYES CAMP
August 25–26, Thurs-Fri NATURE PLAY CAMP
Adult/Child Camps (4–5 years + adult) 9:30 AM–12 PM
July 21–22, Thurs–Fri BEETLES, BUTTERFLIES &
BACKSWIMMERS CAMP
August 22–23, Mon–Tues NATURE PLAY CAMP
Family Camp, 9 AM–3 PM
June 24, Friday OUTDOOR ADVENTURES CAMP
July 25, Monday ANIMAL ADVENTURES CAMP
August 12, Friday PLANT ADVENTURES CAMP
Ages 6–8 years, 9 AM–3 PM
June 21–22, Tues–Wed CURIOUS NATURE COLLECTORS
July 11–14, Mon–Thurs NATURE PLAY CAMP
July 26–28, Tues–Thurs ENCHANTED FOREST CAMP
August 4–5, Thurs–Fri MUD PIES & FROG EYES CAMP
August 9–11, Tues–Thurs DRAGONFLY BY POND & SKY
August 18–19, Thurs–Fri RAPTORS: BIRDS OF PREY CAMP
Ages 8–12 years, 9 AM–3 PM
June 27 & 28, Mon–Tues FORTS & FIRES CAMP
June 30 & JULY ,1 Thurs–Fri FORTS & FIRES CAMP
July 11–14, Mon–Thurs NATURE PLAY CAMP
August 15 & 16, Mon–Tues RAPTORS: HUNTERS OF THE SKY

Monarch Tagging Programs
Saturdays, August 20 and 27
1:30–4 PM
Program time is 2–3:30 PM. Assist with searching for monarch
butterflies and other insects in the prairie. Work with participants
on how to catch and tag monarch butterflies preparing for their
2,000-mile journey to Mexico.

Summer Volunteer
Gathering

Spring Volunteer Fun!

Unless otherwise noted, please sign up by calling 763-694-7676
or emailing RichardsonNC@ThreeRiversParks.org.

Social Time and Spider Hunt
Thursday, June 16 | 12:30–2:30 PM
Richardson Nature Center
Join us for a picnic lunch in the amphitheater,
followed by a hike in the park in search of spiders.
Bring your own lunch to enjoy outside before we head
out on the trails.

Volunteers and staff gathered for lunch
and a hike in April.

Volunteers in Action

Lydia showing visitors the turtle

Jamie hanging out with the snake

Frog survey volunteers listening for a woodcock

Bird hike at Murphy-Hanrehan

Feeder Watch Volunteers

American Bittern

Nature Musings: The Mighty Oaks
By Pauline Bold, Naturalist
I have always loved the silent strength of an old oak tree. Standing so stately with its limbs and
branches twisting and turning as they reach for the sun and sky; it is a wonder to behold. And,
their history is quite amazing!
Oak trees had an important role in the development of civilization as they migrated across the
northern hemisphere of earth. Now, when you think of migration, you think of animals moving
from one place to another under their own power. Oak trees migrated, not by picking up their
roots and moving elsewhere, but by their acorns being transported by birds and animals from
one place to another.
Oaks and their acorns were an important staple in the diet of many people. The acorns were
ground down into flour and kept many people from starvation. The acorns also provided food
for livestock as well as many wild critters.
The wood of the oak tree is strong and was used to build homes as well as ships. It kept people
warm, and cooked their food when used for fuel for fires.
Many oaks will hold onto their leaves throughout the winter, which is called marcescence, to
help protect the nutritious buds from being browsed during the winter. The leaves also trap
snow which helps to increase soil moisture in the spring. Leaves that drop in the spring
decompose slowly and create a nutrient rich mulch.
We often think that it is difficult for the winter birds to find food. But the oak trees host
thousands of caterpillars and spiders in their bark that can feed the birds all winter long. They
can provide 50 percent of a chickadees’ diet in the winter. Oak trees do better at hosting
wintering insects or their larva than any other tree species.
We have a very special Bur Oak that lives in our prairie. It has been the home of honey bees for
decades. The hive was well established when I started volunteering/working at Richardson in
1986, and is still thriving. It also is being joined by some offspring of varying ages.
Get to know your oak trees, the sustainers of life…

Celebrating DVSA recipient Bill Lundberg
On April 21, Volunteer Bill Lundberg
received the Distinguished Volunteer
Service Award at the Three Rivers Parks
Board Meeting.

Bill with Commissioner
Daniel Freeman

Bill with his wife, son,
and granddaughter

Bill with Commissioners, Superintendent
Boe Carlson, and fellow recipient, Lauren Fiedor

2022 Animal Trail: Spring Scavenger Hunt
Around 400 people braved the unseasonably chilly weather to attend the spring event in April. Thank you to all the
volunteers that helped participants connect with nature and one another. We appreciate the knowledge,
enthusiasm, and effort you put into your roles.

Kattie (Fetterman) Stern, former
intern and the artist of the
camouflage animals

