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Winter 2022-2023

The mission of Three Rivers
Park District is to promote
environmental stewardship

through recreation and
education in a natural

resources-based park system.

The Connection
RICHARDSON NATURE CENTER

Volunteer Newsletter

Please sign up by calling RNC 763-694-7676 or emailing
RichardsonNC@ThreeRiversParks.org

Winter Volunteer Fun!

Get outside and snowshoe with staff and other volunteers. Discover animal tracks
and signs around Richardson Nature Center. Snowshoes provided. (If conditions
don't allow for snowshoeing, we will hike instead.)

Snowshoe Hike
Wednesday, February 1
1–2:30 PM

Thank you for your patience and
flexibility during our big pavement
project this fall. While the bulk of
the pavement work is now
complete, there is still a lot of
planting to come next spring. Our
Natural Resources staff is creating
a plan for native plantings in many
areas that temporarily have
fencing, erosion control barriers,
and/or turf. Following the guidance
of the Nine Mile Creek Watershed
District, the center island has been
reshaped as a wet pond and
infiltration basin to improve our
groundwater management. It will
be replanted with a mix of native
trees, shrubs, and herbaceous
plants that can tolerate wet soils.
We have already benefited from the
improved lighting and ADA
accessibility of the lot and entrance
trail, safer bike trail crossing, and
forty additional parking stalls. 

We have a new parking lot and paths!

In October, volunteer Tom LeMay,
and Janet bottled 52 pints and 52
half pints of honey from our hives. It
is for sale at the front desk for $15
per pint and $9 a half pint. Stop by
the Richardson Nature Center to buy
a pint or two or three. 

Honey Harvest



25th Annual Ice Harvesting Events
Thursday, January 19 – School day with trained
school group volunteers, TBD
Saturday, January 21 – Public event
10 AM–3 PM (program time 11 AM–2 PM)
We are planning on continuing with this annual tradition with
the  general public and schools, TBD. We need many volunteers
to assist naturalist staff with activities in making Minnesota
history a fun and educational experience for elementary-age
students and families. Be prepared to spend 2-3 hours outside.
Background historical information will be given. 
Staff contact: Heidi, Allie and Monica

Volunteer Opportunities

Fire Tender
Thursday, Dec 1
Friday, Jan 6
Friday, Feb 3
9:30–11:15 AM

Start a campfire and tend the fire for program
participants to sit and warm up at during the
program.

New Year's Eve Sledding and
S’mores
Saturday, December 31 
11:30 AM–4:15 PM (program time 12–4 PM)
Build and maintain a campfire for families that are
sledding, greet guests, help with sled waivers, and
clean up.

Saturday, February 4
1:45–4 PM (program time 2–3:30 PM)
Wednesday, February 15
4–6:30 PM (program time 4:30–6 PM)

Snowshoe Hikes

A couple of volunteers are needed to assist the
naturalist and participants with fitting snowshoes,
on the hike, and putting snowshoes away.  

Please sign up by calling RNC 763-694-7676 or emailing RichardsonNC@ThreeRiversParks.org

Candlelight and Chocolate
Friday, February 10 - decorating and set up, time TBD
Saturday, February 11
5–9:30 PM (program time 6–9 PM)
Sunday, February 12 - clean up, time TBD
Help with this annual program for adults. Several volunteers
are needed to decorate/set up, welcome and direct
participants, pass out snowshoes, assist with kicksledding,
tend a campfire, walk the trails to keep lanterns lit and assist
with clean up.
Staff contact: Allie and Valerie

Snowshoe and Sled Rental
Assistant
Saturdays, 10 AM–12 PM and/or 1–3 PM
Sundays, 1–3 PM
When we have enough snow, help welcome and
assist park guests with fitting snowshoes and
trail guidelines. Also, pass out and take returned
sleds. We will give on-site training. Let us know if
you're interested in being on our on-call list.

Friday, Dec 16
Thursday, Jan 26
Thursday, Feb 16
9:30–11:45 AM

 

Winter Play Day Event
Saturday, February 25
12–5:30 PM (program time 1–5 PM)
Assist with this new district-wide event at Hyland Recreation
Area. Many activities will be available for participants, including
snowshoeing, cross country skiing, winter hikes, live music,
food trucks, vendors, and more. The purpose of the event is to
create opportunities for everyone to enjoy winter. Assist
naturalists with activities, greet participants, and more.



When the long days and short nights of summer give way to … 
the short days and long nights of winter… 
comes the time for reflection, rest, and renewal.

Nature and Life have a way of stopping us in our tracks. How we deal with it varies in as many ways as
there are plants, animals, people and unforeseen happenings. Life gives way to death, and death gives
way to new life.

Plants leave seeds or deep roots to insure their future in the next year.

Animals leave eggs, larvae and pupa behind so their species will continue to thrive.

People are born and they pass away. But pass on their genes, stories, and memories to continue
through the ages.

Transitions can be easy, and they can be hard. Sometimes they come and go without much notice.
Other times they can have a mixture of all of these.

Some transitions are expected – like the changing of the leaves, light giving way to dark, endings
creating new beginnings.

The season of transition is upon us once again, as it always happens. How we approach it can help us
all get through it, and come out to the light when the seasons change once again. Hopefully rested and
renewed. Ready to embrace the light that always follows the dark.

Enjoy the light of the moon, the diamonds in newly fallen snow, the stars that twinkle above us in a
cold dark sky, the sparkle of the sun on ice cycles, the bravery of the winter birds, the persistence of
the critters who strive to survive, and the hope of brighter days to come at the end of the dark season.

 By Pauline Bold, Naturalist

Nature Musings: Transitions

Annie Bunio, the Parks Wellness programmer, plans and coordinates the development of new low-impact,
beginner-friendly, wellness-focused programs that aim to connect individuals with the outdoors and increase
a sense of welcome in the parks. If you are interested in volunteering at the following programs at Cleary
Lake Regional Park and/or in receiving her monthly email newsletter/program calendar, please reach out to
Annie.Bunio@ThreeRiversParkS.org or 612-322-5746. 

Scott County Wellness in the Parks Programs

Winter Solstice Celebration
Saturday, December 17
1–3 PM and 4–6 PM 
Two volunteers per session to assist with maintaining the bonfire
and monitoring the S’mores/Hot Cocoa station or to help with the
Paper Lantern Craft (instructions provided).

Winter Activity Sampler
Sunday, January 15
10 AM–2 PM 
Three volunteers to help with guiding people, one volunteer to
assist staff with snowshoes, one volunteer to assist staff with
skiing equipment, and one volunteer to maintain the bonfire area.

Winter Wellness: Snowshoeing
Saturday, January 21
12–4 PM 
One to two volunteers to assist park
visitors with snowshoe equipment
alongside staff.

mailto:Annie.Bunio@ThreeRiversParkS.org


 

Thanks so much to all those who helped make Lantern-Lit Trail Nights a success. The event was a lantern-lit,
half-mile trail with fires on the front lawn and a story stroll to read along the way, two Thursday nights in
October. We had beautiful weather both nights and the turnout was great. We had about 250 participants each
night! We heard many people say how much they enjoyed the event and it could not have happened without all
of you. Thanks for the hard work setting up, checking lanterns, greeting, lighting and tending fires and cleaning
up! Thank you, Nicholas Bluhm, Jan Gregerson, Cyndy Darby, Allie Westerlund, Tom LeMay, Jean Milnor,
Paul Arneson, Denny Loots, TJ Peterson, Patty Feeney, Andi Schrooten, Lisa Hunter, Jeanne Terhaar, Heidi
Brenegan, Jamie Brenegan, and Bruce Moulton.

Lantern-Lit Trail Nights Event

Fall Volunteer Fun!

Walk at Hyland in September 

Twenty twenty-two was Monarch Watch’s 31st year tagging
butterflies! Richardson Nature Center staff and volunteers tagged
a total of 40 monarchs this season. Our first butterfly was tagged
on August 17. Our last butterfly was tagged on September 19.
Thank you to Marion McNurlen, Cyndy Darby, Allie Westerlund,
Joanne Bartel, Zach Bartel, Sue Mohn, and Becky Gams for
assisting us with our Monarch programs this year!

Monarch Tagging Results Congrats, Louise!
Volunteer Louise Holden reached her
5,000-hour milestone and received her
fourth tree award, a Bitternut Hickory.
Louise helps with events, Kits and Cubs
(preschool drop-off program), school
group programs, and anything else we
ask her to do for the last 22+ years.

 

Volunteer gathering at Sumac Knoll group camp site learning about
Hyland history from Zack Mohlis, Historical Interpreter.


