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The mission of Three Rivers
Park District is to promote
environmental stewardship
through recreation and
education in a natural resourcesbased park system.

Our "Bison on the Prairie" has returned! You can
view it from the paved trail adjacent to our
sledding hill. This simple sculpture of beautiful
weathered steel is a reminder of the former
prominence of tallgrass prairie and Bison in
Minnesota. As a keystone species; Bison hold
prairie ecosystems in balance. Large prairies
evolved to depend on the soil disturbance
caused by their movement, as well as their
grazing of native grasses and the nutrients they
pass along. This project was made possible by
our generous donors (most of whom are also
volunteers) and Three Rivers carpentry and
maintenance staff who facilitated the
fabrication and installation.
A reminder that a pavement project will begin in late August at Richardson. The
Nature Center building, parking lot, and grounds will be closed to the public from
September 6 - October 1. There will be no public access to Hyland Park through
the nature center entrance. The project includes expansion of the parking lot,
reconstruction of the paved trail where it travels near the parking area,
resurfacing of the existing parking lot, ADA accessibility improvements,
stormwater management improvements, new lighting, and restoration of the
adjacent ground affected by construction. Richardson’s public programs will
move to the Hyland Lake Recreation Area during the closure.
You can learn more here: ThreeRiversParks.link/RichardsonPavementProject.

Welcome New Volunteers!
Ron Cordes - Feeder Watch, programs
Sue Mohn - Animal care
Jan Gregerson - Feeder Watch
Zach Bartel - Project, programs
Dani Collier - Projects
Dave Engler - Park Ambassador
Anmei Gilmore - Programs
Todd Ferwerda - Programs
Katie Phelps - Programs
Karen Prescott - Programs
Allie Westerlund - Programs
Deb Spindler - Programs
Meg Miller - Programs

Some volunteer jobs will continue throughout the nature center closure,
including raptor care and herp feeding. If you have questions regarding your
volunteer role, please call us. The front desk staff will be onsite throughout the
closure.

Thoughts from our seasonal staff...
Noon Ebrahim
My summer at Richardson was great! I was so grateful to come back this
year and reconnect with the community here as well as meeting new people!
I have had so many opportunities to learn new skills this summer and rework
what I learned last year. Something that was new for me this year was
getting the chance to lead scheduled group programs earlier than last year. It
felt great having the opportunity to teach what I have learned and help local
students create positive experiences in nature. I am so fortunate to be
surrounded by an amazing crew of staff and volunteers who have pushed me
to be a more confident naturalist this summer. Richardson has become a
second home to me, I have learned so much in my two summers here and
am hoping to continue to grow in this field. Every day spent here was a
positive learning experience and I am so grateful for that. Thank you all for
contributing to my amazing summer!

Rachel Vortherms
I cannot believe that fall is just around the corner! Is summer really almost
over? Looking back, I had a wonderfully busy summer. Between camps,
programs, and training with the raptors, it makes sense that time flew by. My
last day at Richardson will be October 14 if you're hoping to say hi one last
time, (but we all know I will likely be back for lunch and walks throughout the
winter). I am currently in the process of figuring out what will be next after my
time here, but it will more than likely be in education or childcare. While my
ultimate goal is to find permanent employment as an environmental
educator, I also enjoy working with preschool and early elementary-age
children, and will be looking at jobs in those areas.

Monarch Watch
This is Monarch Watch’s 31st year of tagging! To date, Monarch Watch has recorded over 20,000
tag recoveries at the overwintering sites.
The following is an excerpt from Monarch Joint Venture's July 22, 2022 article:
If you follow monarch conservation news, you’ve probably heard that the International Union for the Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) recently announced it has added migratory monarchs to their “red list of threatened species” as
endangered. What, exactly, does this mean?

The IUCN is an international membership organization based in Switzerland with a mission to “Influence, encourage
and assist societies to conserve the integrity and diversity of nature and ensure that any use of natural resources is
equitable and ecologically sustainable.” The IUCN approach is scientifically robust, and they are one of two
environmental organizations with official United Nations Observer Status.
The IUCN announcement is unrelated to the U.S. Endangered Species Act (ESA). Monarchs have not been listed as an
endangered species in the U.S. The IUCN announcement brings no new protections or regulatory authority, as an ESA
listing would. The ESA monarch butterfly listing remains on the same trajectory as before, with an expected final
ruling in the federal fiscal year 2024. Feel free to learn more about the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's assessment of
the monarch as "warranted but precluded" for listing under the ESA on our blog.
So even though Monarch population numbers are of concern, they are not officially on the Endangered Species List.
This is why we are still able to raise them, catch them and handle them during our Monarch programs. For more
information on how you can help the Monarch population, please visit ThreeRiversParks.link/MonarchPopulation.

Volunteer Opportunities
Please sign up by calling 763-694-7676 or emailing RichardsonNC@ThreeRiversParks.org

Monarch Tagging Programs

Apple Cider Programs

Saturday, September 3
Monday, September 5
1:30–4 PM

Saturday, October 15
9:30 AM-12 PM and/or 1:30–4 PM

Program time is 2-3:30 PM. Assist with searching for
monarch butterflies and other insects in the prairie.
Work with participants on how to catch and tag
monarch butterflies preparing for their 2,000-mile
journey to Mexico.

Lantern-Lit Trail Nights
Thursdays, October 13 & 20
5:30–8:30 PM
Lantern-Lit Trails is back this year! Program time is
6:00–8:00 PM and we need help before, during and
after the event. Before, help get fires going and set up
the story stroll. During, help keep the fires lit, walk the
trails to keep lanterns lit and interact with visitors.
After, we would appreciate help with clean up.

Nature Exploration Area Clean Up
As we have observed how popular the trails and
Nature Exploration Area have become, we have also
noticed that the exploration area in particular could
use a little more attention. Though staff keep an eye
on things as best we can, we need support in moving
building materials from the pond to the exploration
area, tidying the mud kitchen (removing woodchips
and mud from the sinks, etc.) and watching for
hazards. If interested, please contact Monica.

Program time is 10-11:30 AM and 2–3:30 PM. Engage
participants and interpret the use of an old-fashioned
cider press to make apple cider. Assist on a walk to
learn about pollinators, seeds and fruits. Serve a
sample of cider and help with clean up.

Free Family Fun Days
September Sundays, 12:30-3:30 PM at
Hyland Visitor Center
October Sundays, 12:30-3:30 PM at
Richardson Nature Center
November Sundays, 2:30-4:30 PM at
Richardson Nature Center
Every Sunday, naturalist staff will be outdoors
providing visitors with a variety of outdoor activities
and experiences. Each weekend will have a different
theme. Assist with greeting visitors and with an
outdoor activity.

Project FeederWatch
Starts November 3 & 4
Every Other Thursday & Friday, 9–11 AM
Join new, novice and expert bird watchers to identify
and record birds at the feeders outside the backyard
windows. Tally data for this national citizen science
project operated by Cornell Lab of Ornithology and
Birds Canada. Please let us know if you will be joining
FeederWatch to get updated information.

Fall Volunteer Gatherings
Unless otherwise noted, please sign up by calling 763-694-7676 or emailing RichardsonNC@ThreeRiversParks.org.

Volunteer Field Trip

Volunteer Gathering & Hyland History

Thursday, September 8 | 10 AM–3 PM
Wood-Rill Scientific and Natural Area (SNA),
917 Old Long Lake Rd, Wayzata and
Wolsfeld Woods Scientific and Natural
Area, 2060 County Rd 6, Long Lake

Wednesday, September 28 | 5:30–7:30 PM
Sumac Knoll Group Campsite, Hyland Park

Meet us at Wood-Rill SNA for a walk through the "big
woods". After, we will stop for a picnic lunch and
walk at Wolsfeld Woods SNA to end our day. Both
locations have some areas that are hilly and have
uneven ground. Please bring a picnic lunch,
beverage, and dress to be outside.

Join us for a picnic dinner at Sumac Knoll Group campsite,
followed by speaker, Zack Mohlis, TRPD Historical
Interpreter. At 6:15 PM, Zack will share some history of
Hyland Lake Park Reserve followed by an optional hike.
Join the hike to continue learning about Hyland history or
relax by the campfire and make a s'more. Bring your own
dinner to enjoy outside before we head out on the trail.

MN Naturalist Association Conference

District-Wide Volunteer Picnic

Thursday, November 11-13
Long Lake Conservation Center, Palisade, MN

Sunday, September 18 | 10:30 AM–2:30 PM
The Landing, Shakopee

For details, please check out the MNA website at
MNNaturalists.org

You’re invited to the annual Volunteer Picnic. Join us
to celebrate you and all Three Rivers volunteers
during a fun-filled picnic with activities, crafts,
learning opportunities and food! Meet other Three
Rivers volunteers, staff, commissioners, and
foundation members. Come for a portion or the
whole event, we look forward to seeing you there!

Volunteer Forest Tree Planting Ceremony

RSVP by September 15 via this
ThreeRiversParks.link/RSVPVolunteerPicnic

form:

You’ll be asked to select the activities you’re most
interested in participating in.

Sunday, October 30 | 2–4 PM
The ceremony will take place at the Volunteer Forest at
Hyland Lake Park Reserve (Sumac Knoll Group Camp).
Please consider joining us for a tree planting to recognize
these volunteers for their significant service:
Louise Holden - 5000 hours, Richardson Nature Center
Bob Iverson - 6000 hours, Ski Patrol, Park Patrol trainings
Gene Lau - 10250 hours, NRM, Eastman, Gale Woods Farm,
Golf, Mississippi Gateway, Baker OLC
Deb Lewis - 5250 hours, NRM, Eastman, ORS, Gale Woods
Farm, Mississippi Gateway, Research
Brad Pierson - 5000 hours, ORS, NRM, Golf, Baker OLC
Paul Schlick - 7000 hours, NRM, Eastman Nature Center

Summer Volunteer Fun!

Volunteers and staff gathered for lunch and a hike in search of spiders in June!

Nature Musings: There’s a Hole in _____
By Pauline Bold, Naturalist
One does not have to fall down a rabbit hole like Alice did in the book, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, by Lewis
Carroll, to find an adventure or amazement or a curiosity.
I rarely pass up the opportunity to gaze into a hole in a tree. The possibilities of what you will find are many and
varied. And some, just plain mysterious!
You know a squirrel has had a nice protected lunch of acorns if you find the leftover shells in a hole.
If you find a pile of woodchips at the bottom of a tree you might discover a Pileated Woodpecker home above. And,
if you are lucky, you may just see a couple of young sticking their heads out and yelling for food. Yes, this did
happen once on the Oak Trail on the east side of the Wood Duck Pond. And they were yelling loudly!
This spring there was a leaf from the Lily of the Valley on the north side of my house that was growing right
through a small hole in an oak leaf that had fallen on top of the ground before the leaf had emerged. And it kept on
growing through that hole all summer.
Have you ever wondered what you could find if you could go through a hole in the clouds?
Holes in the ground are always a mystery. You might be lucky to find a track, or some fur, that could give you a
clue. Or if you are really lucky, a mole just might pop its nose and head out of one. I had that experience one time,
too. I don’t know which of us was more surprised.
Have you ever tried to pull a worm out of a hole? Not an easy thing to do. You would think that with no feet they
wouldn’t be able to hang on that well. But their many pairs of setae are quite capable of doing just that.
One of my favorite holes was in a tree across the road from the north prairie. There sat a sleeping Barred Owl. So
unaware of my presence, I was able to stand and watch it for quite a while.
Look for the holes as you wander out in nature. High or low you never know what wonder you might find.

8th Annual OEE Day!
We were excited to once again have our partners
from Bloomington Public Schools' Office of
Educational Equity (OEE) visit Richardson this
summer. Pre-K through 5th graders joined us in
June to swing in hammocks, explore the trails using
a scavenger hunt, run through the water misters,
and meet the amphibian and reptiles up close with
Noon. Every opportunity we have to reconnect and
make memories with students and mentors is one
we greatly value.

Summer at Richardson - Volunteers in Action
We have been busy with summer camps! All of our camps were held outdoors, with a few occasional visits inside the
nature center due to inclement weather. We canoed on Turtle Basking Pond and had special guest appearances by
Trader Bruce for Curious Nature Collectors Camp, Dragonfly survey volunteer, Wayne Johnson, and we had a field trip
to The Raptor Center for two raptor camps. Thank you to all the volunteers who engaged campers in nature!
Trader Bruce

