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The mission of Three Rivers
Park District is to promote
environmental stewardship
through recreation and
education in a natural resourcesbased park system.

This summer, we’ve been appreciating the beauty and wildlife around
Richardson from a new perspective. While we’ve always spent a lot of time at the
water, we are now able to explore on the water thanks to our new canoe fleet.
Richardson’s eight aluminum canoes are tucked away at the Chickadee Landing
site on Turtle Basking Pond. So far, we’ve been using them with our summer
camps but will expand to evening and weekend family programs in August and
September.
Campers seem to be most excited about the increased wildlife-watching
opportunities on the water. We often try to approach the submerged tree limbs
quietly to see how close we can get to basking painted turtles before they slip
under the water. Big snapping turtles occasionally surface near canoes, too,
which always provide a thrill. Participants in Ranger Camp got a close-up look at
the local beaver responsible for the downed aspen before it slapped its tail and
swam back to its bank den.
And the bird watching is always a highlight, with green herons, great blue herons
and egrets consistently stalking the perimeter for frogs and minnows, while
raptors soar overhead. We also always keep an eye out for the elusive otters of
Richardson but have only been able to get pictures of them on our trail camera
so far.
In addition to all the wildlife, the Turtle Basking Pond is an ideal place for
beginning canoers because it is mostly sheltered from the wind and is the
perfect size for canoes to explore freely while staying in view of our staff. It also
features remarkable views of the waving grasses and wildflowers in our prairie.
As you’ve probably noticed from our requests, it takes quite a few more adults to
offer canoeing and we are so thankful to all the volunteers who’ve helped make
this awesome new experience possible!

Thoughts from our seasonal staff...
Kenzie Romportl
It’s been so great to be back at Richardson this spring and summer.
I’ve loved seeing all the changes that have come in the last few years —
Chickadee Landing, all-outside programming, canoeing and a renewed
sense of why the work we do matters so much. Summer has been back
in all its camp glory and I’m excited to spend the fall doing outreach at
schools, helping with the many events/programs we have planned and
working to update our story map and virtual tour. Reconnecting with
this amazing community of volunteers and staff has me so excited to
continue my work here through the end of October!

Rachel Vortherms
This has been the best summer I have ever had! Getting to work at a
place like Richardson has been a goal of mine for a while. It feels even
more special to be here after things were put on hold during 2020.
Being an environmental educator is my lifelong career goal; I know I
want to be a full-time naturalist some day. I really feel like that journey
has finally started here at Richardson. I still cannot believe that each
day I get to learn about and explore nature with children and families.
Some of my favorite things I have experienced the past few months
have been getting to canoe with camps, watching the magic of children
playing freely in nature unfold in the Nature Exploration Area and
having the opportunity to plan my own programs. I have loved seeing
the dedication of the staff and volunteers to Richardson. Everyone here
inspires me every day to keep coming back because there is a group of
people who love nature just as much as I do. Thank you all for making
me feel invited to be myself and for sharing your love of this place with
me. I am so excited to see what will come next. I will be here through
October, so if we haven’t met, come say, "Hi!"

Noon Ebrahim
Being a summer intern here at Richardson has taught me so much
about myself. It’s so refreshing to know that places like Richardson
exist to unite communities together. I admire that everyone here is so
unique and have different teaching styles and ways to approach things
yet they all manage to compromise to what’s best for the program! I’ve
built relationships with staff and volunteers that have impacted and
influenced me so much this summer. I’m so lucky to have come across
an opportunity like the Pathways internship and I am so excited to use
the skills I have learned at Richardson in the future!

Volunteer Opportunities
Please sign up by calling 763-694-7676 or emailing RichardsonNC@ThreeRiversParks.org
Currently, all programs will be held outdoors. Volunteers are expected to adhere to current Three Rivers Park District
COVID-19 guidelines, including wearing a face covering if you are inside the building.

Please note that all in-person programs are subject to change or cancellation pending current COVID-19 guidelines.

Monarch Tagging Programs

Apple Cider Programs

Saturday, September 4
Monday, September 6
1:30–4 PM

Saturdays, October 2 & 16
Friday, October 22
1:30–4 PM

Program time is 2-3:30 PM. Assist with searching for
monarch butterflies and other insects in the prairie.
Work with participants on how to catch and tag
monarch butterflies preparing for their 2,000-mile
journey to Mexico.

Training: Saturday, October 2
12:30–2 PM

Lantern-Lit Trail Nights

Program time is 2–3:30 PM. Engage participants and
interpret the use of an old-fashioned cider press to
make apple cider. Assist on a walk to learn about
pollinators, seeds and fruits. Serve a sample of cider
and help with clean up.

Tuesdays, October 5, 12 & 19
5:45–9 PM

Free Family Fun Days

Lantern-Lit Trails is back this year! Program time is
6:30–8:30 PM and we need help before, during and
after the event. Before, help get fires going and set up
the story stroll. During, help keep the fires lit, walk the
trails to keep lanterns lit and interact with visitors.
After, we would love help with clean up.

Buckthorn Wreath Making
Thursday, November 18
5:15–9 PM
Program time 6–8:30 PM. Participants will be working
with thin buckthorn branches to create a unique
holiday wreath. We need volunteers to help bend,
wrap and secure branches; construct other small craft
projects; and help with refreshments. Prior to the
program we will need help collecting thin buckthorn
branches starting in October.

Sundays, 12:30-3:30 PM
Every Sunday, naturalist staff will be outdoors
providing visitors with a variety of outdoor activities
and experiences. Each weekend will have a different
theme. Assist with greeting visitors or with an outdoor
activity.

Project FeederWatch
Starts November 18 & 19
Every Other Thursday & Friday, 9–11 AM
Now that the building is open again, join new, novice
and expert bird watchers to identify and record birds
at the feeders outside the backyard windows. Tally
data for this national science project operated by
Cornell Lab of Ornithology and Birds Canada. Please
let us know if you will be joining FeederWatch to get
updated information.

Nature Exploration Area Clean Up
As we have observed how popular the trails and
Nature Exploration Area have become, we have also
noticed that the exploration area in particular could
use a little more attention. Though staff keep an eye
on things as best we can, we need support in moving
building materials from the pond to the exploration
area, tidying the mud kitchen (removing woodchips
and mud from the sinks, etc.) and watching for
hazards. If interested, please contact Monica.

Fall Volunteer Gatherings
Unless otherwise noted, please sign up by calling 763-694-7676 or emailing RichardsonNC@ThreeRiversParks.org.

Invasive Species Training and
Buckthorn Removal
Thursday, September 9 | 10 AM–12 PM
Richardson Nature Center
Three Rivers Invasive Species Coordinator, Emily
Dunlap, is offering a training and workday specifically
for Richardson volunteers. We’ll learn about current
invasives in our parks and proper removal methods
before heading out to remove buckthorn around the
front lawn. Volunteers who participate in this training
will be able to participate in self-led invasives removal
and groundskeeping projects, coordinated with staff,
around Richardson in the future.

Summerbration @ the Cabin
Thursday, September 9 | 6–9 PM
Hyland Hills Ski Area
Tickets: Fundraiser.Support/Summerbration
Join Three Rivers Park District Foundation for their
largest fundraising party of the year! Great food,
music, adult beverages, online silent auction and many
fun north-woods activities. Proceeds support
improving equitable access in Three Rivers Parks.
Ages 21+.

Lunch and Canoeing
Friday, September 10 | 12–2 PM
Richardson Nature Center
Bring your lunch to enjoy with staff and volunteers in
the amphitheater and then canoe on Turtle Basking
Pond. Learn different paddle strokes while we explore
around the pond.

Volunteer Picnic
Sunday, September 12 | 11 AM–2 PM
Elm Creek Park Reserve
RSVP: forms.office.com/r/a770R3N9MG
You’re invited to the annual Volunteer Picnic. No
service needs here — just fun and food and lots of
appreciation from staff to all of the amazing
volunteers around Three Rivers. RSVP to attend lunch
and staff-led programs.

Social Time and Hike
Thursday, November 4 | 12–2 PM
Richardson Nature Center
Join us for a picnic lunch in the amphitheater,
followed by a hike in the park. Bring your own lunch to
enjoy outside before we head out on the trails.

Celebrating our DVSA recipients

We got together to celebrate John Meier
and Bruce Moulton receiving the 2021
Distinguished Volunteer Service Award.

Nature Musings:
Through the Eyes of a Child
By Pauline Bold, Naturalist
Wake up each morning to start a new adventure.
Dance in the dew on the wet grass.
Enjoy the wind blowing through your hair.
Dip your toes in the water of a lake or pond.
Lay on your back and see pictures in the clouds.
Touch the leaves and needles on trees.
Don’t walk – STOMP through each and every puddle.
Stick your nose into the essence of a rose, while ignoring the thorns.
Catch raindrops on the tip of your tongue.
Exalt at the moon being out in the middle of the day,
as well as the dark of night.
Notice all the small things in your day.
“Fly” through the prairie on your “magical wings”.
Giggle at the antics of a squirrel.
Smell the rain before it appears.
Fall down and get right back up, brush the dirt or hurt away.
Caress the softness of a furry pet.
Express your emotions freely.
Laugh – Cry – Feel Sad – Frown – Pout – Get Angry - Love
Touch the hand of a loved one.
Give BIG hugs!
Life is too short to not enjoy it to the fullest each and every day.

Summer Volunteer Fun!

Volunteers and staff gathered for lunch and a hike in the prairie in August!

Summer at Richardson
We have been busy with summer camps! All of our
camps were held outdoors, with a few occasional visits
inside the nature center due to inclement weather. We
canoed on Turtle Basking Pond and had special guest
appearances by Trader Bruce for
Treasure Hunting in Nature Camp,
Paul Bunyan's cousin Bergen for
Junior Minnesotan Camp and
visitors from The Raptor Center
Babe the Blue Ox
for Raptors of the Sky Camp.

Bergen, Paul Bunyan's cousin

Trader Bruce

Two weekends in a row, we welcomed our partners from Bloomington Public Schools' Office of Educational Equity
(OEE). Elementary-aged children in the OEE youth leadership program spent time building, playing and toad catching
in the Nature Exploration Area at the end of July. The following weekend, all OEE families were invited to try a variety
of nature activities at Richardson. Fifty-two people showed up to explore the nature center, meet pond creatures and
learn about the captive animals as well as connect and reconnect with mentors, Richardson staff and volunteers and
each other. A big thank you to Marion and Lane for bringing their smiling eyes and Spanish language skills to the
gathering.

Monarch Watch
This is Monarch Watch’s 30th year of tagging! To date, Monarch Watch has recorded over
19,000 tag recoveries at the overwintering sites. A monarch tagged during a public
program at Richardson Nature Center on September 1, 2018, was recovered in Mexico
during the 2019 overwintering season. Very exciting to think that butterfly left our prairie
and flew over 1,600 miles!

