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On some recent snowshoeing field trips, students were fascinated by a dead deer in the 
park. I think this deer was hit by a car - then our maintenance staff dragged it into the park 
for folks to discover on hikes and for the hungry critters to munch on in the woods 
(instead of along a busy road). The deer has been picked clean by opportunistic 
scavengers, but the bones, fur, and hooves remain, and its head is still distinguishable as 
a deer.  

It has been fun to watch the students (and teachers and chaperones) discover the deer 
and ask cool questions. Many students asked if the deer was a male or female. We help 
them think about the differences between male and female deer and eventually get to the 
fact that male deer (bucks) have antlers. This deer does not have antlers, so it must be a 
female...right? This is where Alan and I came up with some of our own questions. When do 
bucks shed their antlers? We knew it was sometime in the winter or spring but wanted 
more information, so I did some research. 

Continued on page 2

Big Changes Along
the Big River
Gateway Center

The new Gateway Center will be a
community-focused building with

interpretive exhibits about the
Mississippi River, live animal
displays, places for gathering,

equipment rental, and classrooms.
The building will be two stories tall,

built into the hillside with a walk-
out lower level facing the river. The

upper-level will have most of the
public spaces, classrooms, staff

offices, and restrooms. 
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Staying Curious
by: Anders Hanson

 
 



There is no hard date that bucks will shed their antlers, because it is based on a few
dynamic factors. In general, most bucks shed their antlers between late December and mid-
March — with a few exceptions. The deer in question died sometime in late December or
early January, so theoretically, this antler-less deer could have been a female or a male that
already shed its antlers. Some scientists say that late January is the most common time
that antlers are shed so this might mean that the dead deer is a female.  

One of my favorite parts of this job is the constant encouragement to keep learning and
asking questions. Students, program participants and coworkers, volunteers and the natural
world are always giving me good reasons to be curious and ask questions. The big
temperature swings in early February have made me curious about how that affects snow
consistency. So now I have something else to read up on. I might report back in a future
newsletter article. 

If you are interested in investigating this carcass, head down to the picnic flat area near the
pines and river, then take the trail south towards the marsh. You might see signs of small
critters chewing on the deer bones to get some calcium. As we transition to spring, keep
your eyes open and head down to look for antler sheds. Places where deer hang out or bed
down are places to find sheds. And even if you do not find any sheds or signs of deer in the
area, it is almost a guarantee that you will find something to make you curious.  
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Staying Curious The lower-level will have 
classrooms for more messy 

programs, an equipment rental 
room, and storage. One of the 
lower-level classrooms will be 

outfitted for the rafting and 
snowshoeing programs.

 
We are excited to share with you 

that the new building will also have 
a space designated for volunteers. 
In the volunteer area, there will be 
lockers for securing your personal 
items while you are at the park and 

a place to sign-in and collect 
supplies. The park staff are looking 

forward to having our offices all 
under one roof and being able to 

greet and see you when you 
volunteer at the park.  

 
Thanks,  

 

Patty Maher
 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION SUPERVISOR  
Patty.Maher@ThreeRiversParks.org  

Continued
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"Changing 
the world
always 
needs

volunteers."

Volunteer Opportunities
Weekend and Evening Program Support
Volunteers are needed for a variety of weekend and evening programs. There is a link
with more information in the same email that this newsletter was sent, as well as dates,
times and sign-up information.

Phenology Community Science Project
Spring is fast approaching (believe it or not), and our Phenology Community Science is
getting ready to start back up again. This is a project that includes going out into the
park and making specific observations about specific species of plants and animals.
Volunteers can expect to come once a month (April–November) and spend about 1–3
hours making observations, although you can come more often if desired. Our training
will be on Saturday April 8, 2:30–4 p.m., and there is a link to sign up in the same email
that this newsletter was sent.

Park Ambassador
We would love to have more Park Ambassador volunteers to add to our team! Being 
a Park Ambassador entails going out into the park and engaging with the public, being
available to answer general questions and being a welcoming presence for our visitors. 

If you are interested in any of these opportunities, please contact
Ashley at Ashley.LeVoir@ThreeRiversParks.org.

Thank you to all our Embrace the North
Volunteers!  We couldn't have had such
a successful event without you!
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