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Trivia: History

Late Fall Colors
by: Anders Hanson
In places with trees and cold seasons, fall is often idealized for its
colorful and cozy components. November may allow for plenty of cozy
moments but it feels less colorful than early fall days. Green, chlorophyllrich leaves have not been the main pigment in the woods since early
September and even the yellow carotenoids and red/purple anthocyanins
(those natural pigments Ashley discussed in last month’s article) have
diminished now that most of the trees are leafless. Browns and tans may
dominate the landscape, but there are pockets of more vibrant and warm
tones if you look closely.
"No warmth, no happiness, no healthful ease, No fruits, no flowers, no
leaves, no birds, November!" writes British poet Thomas Hood of the
unappealing aspects of autumn. He makes some excellent arguments.
November is Minnesota's cloudiest month, and it may be bitterly chilly.
This month sees a lot of snow, and the snowiest month on record was
November 1991, when we had almost 46 inches of snow. Flowers, leaves,
and fruiting plants have mostly shifted to their dormant phases, even in
snowless or milder Novembers. Many birds have migrated south,
particularly the colorful ones. Still...doesn't there have to be something
happy to celebrate this month?

Every newsletter in 2021
will have 5 trivia questions
in this space. If you email
your answers to Ashley
before the next newsletter,
you will get a ticket for
each correct answer. At
the end of the year, one of
these tickets will be
randomly selected and the
winner will receive a prize
of the book "A Field Guide
to the Natural World of the
Twin Cities"!
On February 2, 1996, the
coldest ever temperature
was recorded in Tower,
MN. What was the temp?
What MN lake was given
its name in 1803 by Henry
R Schoolcraft by
combining 2 Latin words.
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Late Fall Colors, Continued

Trivia,
Continued

Moss, lichen, birds, bugs under logs, seed heads, and colorful sunsets
and sunrises can all be seen during this otherwise dreary time of year. On
a chilly and dark day, picture-perfect sunsets and sunrises can truly light
things up (literally and figuratively). What constitutes a good sunset,
then? The presence of clouds causes the red and orange hues in a
sunrise or sunset, and as November is our cloudiest month, the
spectacular sunrises and sunsets are rather prevalent! Sunsets and
sunrises are not only more dramatic in November, but they also happen
when we are awake (starting our daily routines, or leaving work, or eating
dinner).

In 1906 President Theodore
Roosevelt established what
protected area?

Lichens are fascinating organisms that can add splashes of color to
the woods in the fall and winter. As you likely know, lichen is the result of
a symbiotic relationship between algae or cyanobacteria living among
fungus. There are around 30,000 species of lichen worldwide. It is
estimated that North America is home to roughly 3,600 species of these
ancient plants. Between 700 and 800 species of lichen can be found in
Minnesota. Now if lichens are plants...does that mean they go dormant
like trees? Lichen does go dormant when it is too dry for them but if the
humidity rises above 60ish percent, they are able to photosynthesize...
even in subzero temperatures! This is why, even in the winter, we can see
their non-brown colors. Also, due to their complicated structures and
distinct textures, inactive lichens are just as fascinating to study.

What MN island was used
as an internment camp for
over 1600 Dakota woman,
children and old men in
1862?

What MN county was
named after a Dakota
woman, who was a cousin
to Wabasha?

Don’t forget to get outside and feel free to share your findings and
questions with us. Thanks for all that you do. We hope you get outside
often (no matter the weather) and that you are able to visit us at
Mississippi Gateway Regional Park. You are often the colorful sunrises
and sunsets and lovely lichen that make our jobs brighter!
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Volunteering Opportunities
Park Ambassador
We would love to have more Park Host volunteers to add to our team! Being a
Park Host entails going out into the park and engaging with the public, being
available to answer general questions and being a welcoming presence for
our visitors. TRAINING COMING UP ON OCTOBER 23.

Story Rocks
We're seeking a volunteer who can glue and varnish pebbles with various
nature pictures on them for use in preschool programs. This should be a
simple project to do.

Weekend and Evening Program Support
Volunteers are needed for a variety of weekend and evening programs. In the
email that this newsletter was sent, there is a link with more information, as
well as dates, times, and sign-up information.
If you have interest in any of these opportunities, please reach out to Ashley
at Ashley.Smith@ThreeRiversParks.org.

"Changing
the world
always
needs
volunteers."
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