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Carver Current

     We don’t see many deer in the park in the summer months and then when snow
blankets the ground we see their trails and know they are here. It isn’t just a matter of
snow making tracks visible though. We really do have more deer in the park in the
winter as compared to any other time of year. In the past, much of the land around
the park has been farm fields and those fields provide both food and cover for deer in
the summer months. When harvest time comes, the fields are suddenly devoid of
both food and cover so deer venture into the park in search of both. The park is a
refuge for the deer and other animals and that is why, instead of being a “regional
park”, Carver park is considered a “park reserve. We are purposely a large park with
areas set aside for many types of wildlife (not just deer.) 
     As anyone driving into the park over the last decade can see, the landscape
around the park is changing. Farm fields are disappearing and turning into
backyards. That doesn’t necessarily have to be a bad thing. A well thought-out back
yard can actually provide better habitat than a monocrop farm field. On the whole
though, the available wild spaces in the twin cities continue to dwindle which makes
park reserves all the more important. As we look at total numbers of animals in the
park, we always have to remind ourselves that we are a park reserve. We are the 
      place more and more animals come when they fail to find suitable habitat elsewhere. Just because a species is doing well in

the park does not necessarily mean it is doing well everywhere. Michelle Cook has been banding saw-whet owls here in the
park since 2011. She has banded a total of 1268 owls in the park. It is an incredible number and of course we wonder, is our
park special? Would you find this many owls anywhere you try to band or a has the owl population over time come to rely on
Carver Park as a stopping spot precisely because it is fulfilling its purpose as a park reserve? That’s a question we can’t yet
answer but we suspect Carver is playing an increasingly important role as a migration resting spot. The increase does seem to
correlate with burgeoning development, particularly to the east and north of the park, which might be forcing the owls into a
smaller area (within the park's boundaries.)
     At Lowry, we are proud of being a place for education within the park. The park has amazing education and recreation
opportunities and the importance of that work grow over time. So too does the importance of the role of the park  as a reserve
for species looking for increasingly hard to find habitat.  
     Especially over the past few years, our natural resource department has been working to increase the diversity and quality of
those habitats here in the park. They have converted even more old field to high quality prairie, they have restored oak
savannas, they have worked to control water levels to increase emergent vegetation in wetlands. Many projects go on behind
the scenes or perhaps not noticed by the casual observer and they all combine to increase the quality of the available habitat.  
     Carver Park is an amazing place and it seems so natural but 60 years ago most of it was fallow farm fields. Many of the
trees you see were planted by staff 50 years ago. The initial work on collecting and growing prairie species was done the first
naturalist in the park Kathy Heidel. The landscape you see is the result of the meticulous work of countless individuals who
saw what this land could become and have worked to transform the land from farm fields to a true park reserve.  
     Getting to where we are took over 50 years and there is more work to be done. We are in this for the long haul. While you
probably don’t have a 3,600 acre back yard, this spring think about what you can do to make your backyard a reserve for
animals. As awesome as park reserves are, we can’t do it all alone. We need people across the twin cities and around the world
to think of how they can transform the landscapes where they live to create mini-reserves and habitats where animals can
thrive.  
     Making change takes time. Some of the people who planted those first trees in the park are no longer here to enjoy the
mature trees but we’re all grateful they took the time to craft a better future. Take a look at your yard this spring and decide
what changes you can start making now to make it a place wildlife can use done the road. The future will thank you. 



Duration: 1 hour/week April 1- July 31
Location: Carver Park Reserve
Walk/drive/ride to monitor bluebird houses
along park trails documenting eggs, young,
etc. Training: Sunday, March 26, 3:30-
4:30pm at Lowry Nature Center.Contact
Elise if you plan to attend:
elise.bushard@threeriversparks.org

Maple Syrup Festival
Sat., March 25, 1-4pm
We need help with:
· Tree tapping
· Fire tending
· Greeting
Call 763-694-7650 or email Brett at
brett.sieberer@threeriversparks.org, 763-694-
7653.

Bluebird Volunteers Needed

Enchanted Spring Trails
Saturday, April 8, 10am - 2pm
· Greeting
· Event Assistant
Call 763-694-7650 or e-mail Elise a
Elise.Bushard@threeriversparks.org
  

Summer Camp Opportunities
If you are interested in volunteering for Lowry's
summer camps, check out the link below.
Volunteers must be minimum 13 years old, but
adult volunteers are also welcome. Adults may
volunteer for any camp. 13 & 14-year olds need
to volunteer for our younger kid camps for age
4-6 year-olds.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090E4AA
9AC2AAAFA7-2022

 

Maple Syrup Volunteer Training
  Maple Sugaring season is just around the corner. As the
temperature swings from freezing at night to thawing during the day,
the sugar maples are waking up and ready to be tapped. Staff have
been busy sanitizing equipment and getting ready for the season.

The last two years we have had a group of volunteers, the Sap Squad,
help with collecting sap from the trees. We are going to do that again
this year.  The training will be on Monday, February 27st, from 3 -
4:30. At the training we will take a walk through the sugar bush, go
through the collection process and demonstrate how to record data
from our research trees. The days volunteers are needed for sap
collecting will vary and be unpredictable due to sap flow being
dependent on weather. If you're interested in learning more or would
like to be a member of the Sap Squad, please email Brett Sieberer
(brett.sieberer@threeriversparks.org). Thanks!

Snowshoe Hike - Friday, Feb. 24 2:00 - 3:30pm at Lowry
Spring Wildflower & Photo Walk - Thurs., May 11 - 6pm
Volunteer Potluck - Thurs., Sept. 21 - 6pm.
Owl Banding in Carver Park - Thursday, Oct. 12, 8:30-10:30pm
Location will be announced in the fall but will be in Carver Park
Reserve.

Volunteer Excursions & Events
We are planning ahead! Please save the date for these upcoming
volunteer gatherings. All gatherings include time to eat. Bring your
own bag lunch/dinner. All of these are at Lowry unless otherwise
indicated.

 

Welcome our new Office Support
Assistant
     Hi! My name is Lisa Hunter and 
I’m the new office support staff 
person at Lowry Nature Center.
I started at Lowry 
mid-December and am thrilled 
to be working for Three Rivers! 
I’ve been a volunteer for Three 
Rivers since 2014 in various 
roles and locations most often 
at Richardson and Hyland in 
Bloomington where I live. I’ve also really enjoyed volunteering at Gale
Woods Farm for events and Saturday’s on the Farm. I’ve also been involved
with Park Patrol volunteering at race events and patrolling parks. It’s also
been fun volunteering with the Outdoor Recreation School and the various
paddling programs. It’s been a goal to visit all the parks within Three Rivers
and volunteering has been a fun way to explore the parks and meet great
people along the way!
     I look forward to getting to know all the wonderful volunteers at Lowry.
Be sure to stop by the front desk and say hi!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090E4AA9AC2AAAFA7-2022
mailto:brett.sieberer@threeriversparks.org


     Elizabeth and Brooklyn Schramm completed their Eagle Scout Projects for
Lowry Nature Center this year. Elizabeth (below) built a shed-like building in the
former habitats play area. This building will be a type of playhouse as well as be
used for day camp skits and possibly big events like the Halloween Event.
     Brooklyn Schramm (right) built a new version of the obstacle course that
Lowry has had for day camps and other programs over the years. She did a
variety of different pieces such as the the cargo net climber (right) and various
boxes for games and obstacles.  
     We are excited about the many ways we can use both of these projects in
furture programs for fun and entertainment. Thanks so much!

Two Eagle Scout Projects at Lowry By Elise Bushard

Polar Party 2023: A Warm Day after Sub-
zero Temperatures
 200 people enjoyed a day out in the cold and snow during this year's Polar
Party. The event was a great success due to the ice finally cooperating, an
amazing weather day and an awesome group of volunteers. Special thanks to
Trevor Chappelle, Betty Magnuson, Diane and Nick Rowse, Becca Campbell, and
Emily and Laura Pini-Fay.

     Autumn of 2022 saw some big changes in Carver Park Reserve’s Northern Saw-whet
Owl banding project. We vacated our long-term primary site near Lake Zumbra, and spent
much of the season casting around the park for a new site. We finally landed on the
southwest shore of Lake 2, and couldn’t be happier with our new location! 
     The past few years at Lake Zumbra saw surprising increases in the numbers of owls
moving through the area. One theory for this is the possibility that an explosion of
development to the north, east, and south of the site might be serving to concentrate
these little migrating owls into a smaller area. Our new site at Lake 2 could shed
different lighting on this theory, but that remains to be seen. At this point, however, we
can already attribute a record to Lake 2: our very first night at this new location resulted
in 22 owls – a record night for any site in the park to date!
     Lake 2 will be a work in progress during the 2023 season. To begin with, we will be
learning about the local predators. We knew where other owls, primarily Barred Owls
were at Lake Zumbra and never had a problem with them, but this is something we will
have to become more familiar with around Lake 2. Larger owls, even Eastern Screech
Owls, can take Saw-whets caught in mist nets, so we are always on the lookout for these
neighborhood owls. Luckily, Barred Owls are often quite vocal, and easy to keep track of
that way. A Great Horned Owl visited our banding station at the horse trailer parking lot
on Grimm Road, several nights in a row. But nothing has disturbed our nets to date, and
our fingers are crossed it will stay that way. For this new site, we are developing a
trapping system for larger owls should the netted Saw-whets seem to be in any danger –
our goal is definitely to keep them safe!
     Volunteers are invited to attend a Saw-whet Owl banding on Thursday, Oct. 12, 8:30-
10:30pm somewhere in Carver Park Reserve. Watch for more details in our upcoming
newsletters.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Michelle CookNorthern Saw-whet Owl Banding 2022
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 HIGHLIGHTS

In 2022, nearly all programs ran as planned with just a few cancellations in January
20222 due to Covid restrictions
Big Year of Birds was fun AND successful! There were 1,494 participants in bird theme
programs and 206 unique bird species were seen in Carver Park in 2022!
We taught 846 programs in 2022. 87 of those programs were free and served 3,027
participants. 
In total, we served 43,301 people in 2022 through programs, room and equipment
rentals, and visitor services interactions. 
Hilltop and Shirley Hills residency schools completed 13th and 6th years of
programming and we continues in-school programming with Waconia Elementary
Schools and Scenic Heights Elementary School. 
Alyssa Schauer left Lowry for a new adventure as Marketing Coordinator with Three
Rivers.
Lisa Hunter was hired as new full time Office Support staff in December. 
Nicole Smith and Tori Shaffner joined Lowry staff in late May and stayed into the fall.
Isabelle Honkomp joined Lowry as a college intern from Michigan Tech and Lydia
Olson as a high school intern from Edina H.S. 
Volunteers helped with natural resource monitoring, summer camps, public events,
filling bird feeders, collecting maple sap, and more. In 2022, 66 volunteers donated 2,
346 hours of service to Lowry. 
Epic experiences for more than 600 summer campers that we could not have provide
without the help of amazing volunteers.
Enchanted Forest Halloween SOLD OUT with 800 participants, and we are thankful for
the more than dozen volunteers that made this event possible. 
A new teaching shelter was completed, built using donation money, and was dedicated
in October to two former staff for whose memorial donation money made the build
possible. 
Three scout projects were completed including a play shelter in the Habitats
Exploration Area, a 4 foot play log cabin building that can be assembled by kids, and
obstacle course pieces. 

Our work was supported by 66 volunteers providing 2346 hours of service.
160+ bird species were identified on eBird
541 pairs of snowshoes were rented. 
700+ gallons of sap collected. 15 gallons of syrup produced. 
5112 social media followers between Facebook and Instagram. 

MORE  NUMBERS





Lilacs begin blooming in May.  Strangely enough, the
temperature swings, summer drought and fall rains
confused many lilac bushes last fall. Some bushes
thought it was spring and began blooming.  
A unique green spring woodland flower, Jack-in-the Pulpit
can be spotted blooming in the woods of Carver Park.
This flower can change from male one year to female the
next year. It all depends on how much energy the plant
has stored. If it stores a lot the previous year, it will be
female. If it stores little, it will be male.

MAY

Edited by Elise Bushard

 One of the largest bird species in the country standing 5
feet tall returns to Minnesota in late March and early April.
Sandhill Cranes have been increasing in population in
Carver Park Reserve and throughout much of Minnesota.
They build a nest in wetlands just above the waterline. It is
their unique and often loud call that makes them easier to
find.
Sap begins to flow in the Sugar Maple trees and is collected
to make maple syrup. It is the buds of the Silver Maple that
swell and begin to open first.  The sap of the Silver Maple
can also be used to make maple syrup, but it contains a
lower percentage of sugar and more water, so you will need
more of it to make your syrup.

As the lakes thaw, many birds such as Bald Eagles can be
seen returning to the Twin Cities area lakes to fish.  Some
eagles spend the winter in the metro area and even begin
nesting while others migrate south along the great
Mississippi flyway.
The buds on tree such as Trembling Aspens open showing
their fuzzy flowers which resemble pussy willows. The
flowers of these and many other native tree species are not
showy.

MARCH

APRIL

Lowry Nature Center
Box 270
Victoria, MN 55386

Spring Phenology 

Sandhill Crane


