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Junk Fish
by: Anders Hanson
It has been so lovely to see the river flowing at above average rates and buzzing
with enthusiastic anglers again after such dry summer last year. Fishing
programs this year have been very successful, with most of our young angler
participants catching fish after fish. Some participants even caught their first fish
ever, which always leads to the purest form of joy and audible excitement (no
matter the age!). During fishing programs we generally catch smallmouth bass
(including some “bigguns”) and a variety of sunfish. Lots of experienced anglers
target big catfish and carp in our park, and there is a surprisingly long list of other
fish that call this river home too.

A Natural Curiosity: The
Story of the Bell Museum
by Lansing Shepard, Don
Luce, Barbara Coffin, and
Gwen Schagrin
THIS MONTH' S BOOK CLUB
RECOMMENDATION COMES
FROM VOLUNTEER
DEB LEWIS
A beautiful new book just
released this summer
chronicles the 150 years of the
famous Bell Museum of Natural
History. The evolution of the
journey starts in 1872 with a
“one room cabinet of
curiosities”.
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Junk Fish
Continued

One of the highlights of fishing in the Mississippi River is being able to catch
such a wide variety of fish — well over 100 species of fish in this important
waterway, in fact! Some of these fish are historically sought after species,
referred to as game fish, such as walleye, bass and crappies. Some fish,
however, are referred to as rough, trash, junk fish. Dogfish (bowfin), bigmouth
buffalo, northern hogsuckers, and redhorse suckers are examples of those. Both
the game and junk fish play an important role in the local ecosystem. Due to
some old beliefs started by fisheries managers, many people think all non-game
fish are problematic and/or invasive species, like carp. This is far from the truth
and there is a recent push by outdoor enthusiasts, biologists, politicians, and
DNR agents in Minnesota to stop referring to native non-game fish as "junk" and
to start putting harvest limits on them.

The DNR wants people to know that these fish are important to the health of the
aquatic systems they live in. Here is a quote from a Star Tribune article from
April 2021 that highlights the importance of many so called rough fish:

This book is filled with archival
photos of the scientists,
explorers, artists, and educators
who built the foundation of this
amazing institution. The journey
takes you from the original
building on the U of M campus
in Minneapolis to the amazing
new Bell on the St. Paul campus
today. Great photos show
what’s in the new building to
see and explore.
As a child my parents frequently
took me to the old Bell to see
the wonderful dioramas, then
we stayed for the nature movie
in the auditorium. Now I visit the
new Bell and see what amazing
work they have done to both
preserve the past collections
and create new adventures for
families. And once more, I get
to enjoy the restored dioramas.

"Redhorse and other suckers are a vital food source for game fish. Buffalo eat unwanted
algae. Gar and dogfish (bowfin) are among the few fish that eat carp. Minnows thrive by
eating suckers' eggs. There's also growing interest around the country in targeting certain
native, nongame species for table fare and catch-and-release sport. (April 2021 Star
Tribune article)

On top of the environmental significance, folks in favor of new management and
respect for these species also promote the fun it can be to fish for these
species, and that many are quite tasty if prepared correctly. This gives the public
another reason to change old views and practices.
Continued on page 3

River Connection

Page 2

Volunteer Opportunities
Trail Triming
We are looking for someone to take on a regular (but occasional) summer project to
help us trim back the ever encroaching buckthorn on some of our trails so that park
visitors and campers alike can enjoy some of the smaller trails in the park. This project
will need tending to throughout the summer, but it can be done on your schedule, and
will only include cutting branches small enough to be done with a hand clippers.

Weekend and Evening Program Support
Volunteers are needed for a variety of weekend and evening programs. There is a link
with more information in the same email that this newsletter was sent, as well as dates,
times and sign-up information.

Park Ambassador
We would love to have more Park Host volunteers to add to our team! Being
a Park Host entails going out into the park and engaging with the public, being available
to answer general questions, and being a welcoming presence for our visitors.

If you have interest in any of these opportunities, please contact
Ashley at Ashley.Smith@ThreeRiversParks.org.

Junk Fish
(Continued)

The DNR made some legislative momentum in the past when bills that lifted the
eelpout (burbot) and gar from unprotected rough fish to game fish were passed.
This allows limits to be placed on these fish and hopefully leads to a different
public perception in regards to these wild looking river fish. The DNR is now
trying to make similar progress on the black redhorse and black buffalo
because they are both species of concern (low numbers or threatened) but
currently have no limits. Placing catching limits would help increase their
numbers and hopefully, they would no longer be considered a species of
special concern.
It is always promising to see scientists, politicians, and outdoor enthusiasts
work together to make changes that benefit the natural world and those who
spend time in the outdoors. I am grateful that our line of work as staff and
volunteers allows us to provide information to the public on various
environmental issues and more importantly create experiences for people to
connect with nature. These connections are huge in helping someone gain an
environmental and stewardship worldview or lifestyle.
As I fish with more campers this summer, I will be on the lookout for the fish
recently added to the gamefish category, but I will be equally as excited to see
kids catch fish that still are labeled as "junk fish" because I am reminded that
are just as important to the river we love.
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