Volunteers
Fall/Winter 2012-13

Volunteer Updates
Eastman Grand Re-Opening
Celebrate the re-opening of the bigger
and better Eastman Nature Center in
Elm Creek Park Reserve. Enjoy refreshments, a ceremony, face painting, and
puppet shows. Make and decorate your
own hiking staff and a recycled-tube
bird feeder (courtesy of Creative Kids
Stuff).

Reacquaint

yourself

with

the

snakes, turtles, salamanders, and owl.
Explore the all new, hands-on exhibits
or a self-guided trail hike.

-

Sun. Oct. 14, 1-4 p.m. #412208-01

Buckthorn Removals
Help us "beat back" this invasive species
that produces a dense shade and prevents the establishment of native trees,
shrubs and herbaceous plants. With no
"natural controls" to limit its growth,
buckthorn is a threat to the future of native natural habitats. Volunteers are
needed to help keep this species at bay!

-

Beat Back the Buckthorn, Thu.-Sat. Oct. 17-19,
9 a.m.-noon & 1-4 p.m., Silverwood #477801

-

Be a Nature Superstar: Buckthorn Pull, Sun.
Nov. 4, 1-3 p.m., Carver #411300-13

Register at www.ThreeRiversParks.org,
or contact us at 763.559.6706 or
volunteer@threeriversparkdistrict.org.

Volunteer Fun Pass Privileges
Increase with Hours of Service
Did you know that registered ongoing

Holly Baker and the one-eyed education owl she cares for and takes for “walks”.

Communicating through Nature
Holly Baker is a skilled raptor care volunteer as well as a skilled program volunteer.
Whether it’s talking with park guests about raptors, painting rabbit whiskers on children’s
faces at an Eggstravaganza event, or caring for the Great Horned Owl at Eastman Nature
Center, Holly embraces whatever she’s doing with extraordinary enthusiasm and gusto.
Starting as a volunteer fourteen years ago, Holly is more passionate than ever about her
volunteer work and her appreciation for—and knowledge of—the natural world. Holly has
contributed over 2,100 hours of service to Three Rivers. In 2005, she was nominated for
and received the Distinguished Volunteer Service Award, the highest award presented to
Three Rivers’ volunteers.
Her love and enthusiasm for the outdoors shines while she helps break down misconceptions about people who are different. Holly is deaf. It’s easy sometimes to forget

volunteers earn a Volunteer Fun Pass

that, though: Holly is so outgoing, she puts staff and guests at ease and helps them find

each year and that privileges increase

ways to communicate. Usually accompanied by an interpreter, Holly eagerly incorporates

with annual service hours (12-month

sign language into her programs, teaching words in sign language to participants, as well

period from Oct. 1 through Sep. 30)?

as to staff and fellow volunteers. Children are especially drawn to Holly and are intrigued

Be sure that any outstanding hours are
reported by the end of September. Volunteer Fun Pass letters will be mailed by
Nov. 15. For details about this award, a
Volunteer Fun Pass Program Fact Sheet
is available in the Resource Center at
www.ThreeRiversParks.org/volunteer

by her language, her exuberance and her knowledge about nature.
When asked what brought her to Three Rivers and what keeps her here, she responds: “I found a brochure about becoming a volunteer while hiking in 1999 at Elm
Creek. The brochure said the park had a TTY (teletypewriter) and complied with the ADA
(Americans with Disabilities Act). I stay here because I feel that I have equal access.”
Growing up as an only child and not having many chances to work in a team atmosphere, Holly confides that she did not have strong teamwork skills. She saw volunteering
as a chance to overcome this barrier: “I decided to volunteer at French with the naturalStory continued on page 10 (insert).

Navigating the System
Three Rivers WELCOMES
community

to

Find the position that’s right for you. Most positions

share their talents, passion

members

require an ongoing commitment. Openings vary for

and energy to help carry

each work group/site based on current needs.

out its mission.
EXPLORE opportunities,

VOLUNTEER POSITIONS

meet work group staff

Animal Care Assistant & Specialist

members and get start-



Assistant: Feeds, handles and monitors animals;
cleans equipment and cages/pens; prepares
food; records data and performs other basic care
duties as needed. Animals vary by site.



Specialist: Requires higher skill level, training,
responsibilities and time commitment.

ed by attending a Park
District Volunteer Opportunities Open House. Review this newsletter for
current volunteer needs.
Call or email the contact
person listed to find out
more.

Natural Resources Monitor & Surveyor



Monitor: Observes and records data on numbers, health and behavior of wildlife or plant populations on a pre-set trail or area. May include
cleaning and repairing of nesting boxes.



Surveyor: Searches for wildlife or plant populations, nests, etc. May involve mapping, use of
GPS or tracking devices, and ability to accurately
identify targeted species. Prior knowledge and
advanced skill level required.

Volunteers earn District-wide BENEFITS such as a Volunteer Fun Pass
(which gives access to many park facilities at reduced rates or for free
and provides greater rewards the more you volunteer) and hourmilestone awards such as pins, clothing, photos and tree plantings.
Special training sessions and social gatherings may be offered by site
or project basis.
Volunteers must be 16 years or older or accompanied by a responsible

Patroller

adult unless stated otherwise.



Park Patroller: Provides information and basic
level first aid care to guests year-round at designated facilities, park trails, programs and events.
Annual recertification is required.



Ski Patroller: Provides information and advanced level first aid care to guests at alpine ski
areas (including a tubing hill and cross-country
ski activities in immediate proximity to the hill).
National Ski Patrol training, membership and annual recertification is required.

Family volunteering is encouraged.

Volunteer selection for each position is based on current needs, requirements of each position and successful completion of training.
Certain positions also require a background check.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES OPEN HOUSE
Explore opportunities, meet staff and get started!
Tue. Aug. 28: 6:30-8 p.m., Hyland (Ski & Snowboard Chalet)
Sat. Oct. 13: 10:30 a.m.-noon, Carver (Lowry Nature Center)
Sat. Mar. 16: 10:30 a.m.-noon, Eagle Lake (Shelter)
Tue. Apr. 23: 6:30-8 p.m., Hyland (Richardson Nature Center)
Sat. Jun. 1: 10:30 a.m.-noon, Elm Creek (Eastman Nature Center)
SIGN UP TODAY!
Register online! Go to www.ThreeRiversParks.org/volunteer, and click
on Volunteer Opportunities Open Houses. You may also call or email
Three Rivers Volunteer Resources staff.

Program Assistant & Interpreter



Assistant: Provides customer service assistance
at programs, events and facilities.



Interpreter: Provides presentation/teaching assistance at programs and events.

Project Assistant & Specialist



Assistant: Helps with various projects such as
gardening, seed collection, invasive species removal, minor maintenance, displays, program
materials prep, sewing, mailings, cataloging and
whatever else may come up. (Short-term commitment may be possible.)



Specialist: Requires higher skill level, training
and responsibilities.

CONTACT US
Three Rivers Volunteer Resources Section
E-mail: volunteer@threeriversparkdistrict.org
Main Phone: 763.559.6706 (Text Telephone: 763.559.6719)

-

Noreen Buhmann, Volunteer Resources Manager: 763.694.2042
Deb Vosler, Volunteer Resources Coordinator: 763.559.6704
Brad Blackett, Volunteer Resources Assistant: 763.694.1104
Andrea Breitung, Volunteer Resources Secretary: 763.694.7724

Three Rivers information: 763.559.9000, www.ThreeRiversParks.org
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Volunteer Needs
Three Rivers volunteer opportunities are located across the Twin Cities metro area. The following listings show current recruitment
needs and are arranged by work groups/sites. For more information or to sign up, contact the designated staff member listed.

Alpine Ski Areas
Jeannine Mogan, 763.694.7815,
jmogan@threeriversparkdistrict.org

Ski Patrollers* (Alpine, Snowboard, XC Ski)



Elm Creek Winter Recreation Area, Hyland Ski & Snowboard Area
Three Rivers Alpine Ski Patrol is a highly trained, regionally and nationally recognized group of volunteers. The demands of the position
are high and so are the rewards. Patrollers must commit to a minimum of 60 hours each winter season, successfully complete and pass
extensive initial training in emergency care and patrol skills as well as
annual refreshers, and maintain membership and current certifications with National Ski Patrol (NSP). The rewards are helping guests
in need; gaining new skills through advanced level continuing education, hands-on experience and leadership opportunities; as well as
earning alpine area privileges, Three Rivers volunteer privileges and
discounts through NSP.
*The current candidate class is full; however, highly motivated, enthusiastic skiers and boarders are encouraged to apply and participate
in the annual "Tryout Day" in late winter.

Park Patrollers: Mountain Host Unit



Hyland Ski & Snowboard Area
Outgoing and helpful individuals assist skiers and boarders with customer service and assist ski patrollers with customer first aid in an
outside winter environment. Park Patrol training is required.

District-Wide
Volunteer Office, 763.559.6706,
volunteer@threeriversparkdistrict.org

Park Patrollers



Enjoy the parks and trails by bike, foot, skates, horse, cross-country
skis or snowshoes while helping park guests with information and
basic level first aid care. A one-year commitment is requested. Required annual training is offered in spring and fall. Visit
www.ThreeRiversParks.org/volunteer in late August for more information and registration.

Three Rivers Park District is a natural resources-based park sys-

-

tem that manages park reserves, regional parks, regional trails,
and special-use facilities in the Twin Cities metropolitan area.
Three Rivers offers activities for every season, as well as programs for nature, recreation, history, art and farm education.
Three Rivers’ mission is to promote environmental stewardship
through recreation and education in a natural resources-based
park system. Three Rivers owns and operates over 27,000
acres and serves 8 million visitors a year.

SERVICE PROJECTS
Three Rivers welcomes participation from community groups,
students and scouts. Go to www.ThreeRiversParks.org/volunteer.

Park Trails, Regional Trails, Events

New patroller training starts Wed. Oct. 24 & Sat. Mar. 9

Facilities/Recreation Areas
Park Patrollers
See above

Program Assistants



Site Events

-

Autumn Woods Classic run/walk, Sat. Oct. 13, 7 a.m.-12:30 p.m.,
Elm Creek (763.559.6706, volunteer@threeriversparkdistrict.org)

- Hyland’s

Not-So-Scary Trick-or-Treat Trail, Sat. Oct. 13, 5-8 p.m.
(763.694.7690, awilliams@threeriversparkdistrict.org)

-

Trail Mix, Sat. Apr. 20, 5:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. (in shifts), Hyland
(763.694.7690, awilliams@threeriversparkdistrict.org)

Possibilities include: Global Youth Service Day, Garlic Mustard &
Buckthorn Removal Events, Prairie Seed Collection, Adopt-aGarden, Adopt-a-Trail, Park Clean-up, Scouting Award Projects,
Service Learning, and more.

Fall/Winter 2012-13
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Volunteer Needs
Outdoor Education
Help support nature, recreation, history, farm and arts education programs. Join a volunteer work group at a program site or one that
travels around the Park District. Check out this listing to get started. More opportunities are available to active work group members.

BAKER NEAR-WILDERNESS SETTLEMENT

COON RAPIDS DAM

in Baker Park Reserve; Sara Harcey, 763.694.7727,
sharcey@threeriversparkdistrict.org

On the west side of the Mississippi River; Michelle Anderson,
763.694.7793, manderson@threeriversparkdistrict.org

Program Assistants

Program Assistants & Interpreters

*New volunteers: contact Sara for interview and training.

Contact Michelle for volunteer needs.



Camp Hosts*
Scheduled groups, times vary



Site Events

-

3-D Archery Festival, Sun. Sep. 9, 2-6 p.m.

-

Valentine’s Day Event, Thu. Feb. 14, 4-10 p.m.

Progressive Campfire Cookout, Sun. Sep. 16, 2:30-7 p.m.
Tram Rides, Mon. Oct. 8, 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; Thu. Oct. 18, 10 a.m.2 p.m. in shifts
Maple Syrup Festival, Sun. Mar. (call for date), 1:30-6 p.m.

Project Assistants
- Kitchen work, miscellaneous projects as needed
4

TRAINING OPPORTUNITY
FREE Naturalist & Volunteer Training Events
Save the dates only. Check the website for details, how to
register and future events:
http://mnnaturalists.org/events/naturalist-training/

-

Prairie Restoration, Sat. Aug. 25, Wild River State Park, Center City
Geology, Mon. Sep. 10, Dodge Nature Center, W. St. Paul
State of MN Raptors, Mon. Jan. 10, Raptor Center
Preparing Study Skins Basics, Fri. Feb. 15, Belwin Outdoor
Science, Afton

Volunteer Newsletter

CULTURAL RESOURCES

GALE WOODS FARM

District-wide; Bill Walker, 763.694.2059,
bwalker@threeriversparkdistrict.org

Andi Anderson, 763.694.2003,
aanderson@threeriversparkdistrict.org

Project Assistants & Specialists
- Historical research as projects occur.

Program Assistants & Interpreters

EASTMAN NATURE CENTER
in Elm Creek Park Reserve; Vicky Wachtler, 763.694.7702,
vwachtler@threeriversparkdistrict.org

*New volunteers: contact Andi for interview and training.



As scheduled



If you are not receiving the Eastman Volunteer Newsletter "Trackings"
and would like to be put on the mailing list, contact Vicky. Eastman Nature Center will re-open in late summer with a grand re-opening Oct. 14.

Natural Resource Monitors



FeederWatch, November-March, flexible

Program Assistants & Interpreters
*New volunteers: contact Vicky for interview and training.



Preschool Programs*

-



Public Programs*

-



Craft Extravaganza, Fri. Dec. 14 & Sat. Dec. 15, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Deer Watch, Saturdays, January, 4 p.m. & February, 5 p.m.
Snowshoeing, Sun. Jan. 20, 27, Feb. 3 & 10, 1-2:30 p.m.
Maple Syruping, Sundays, March, 1-4 p.m.
Brownies: Bugs, Sat. Sep. 22, 10 a.m.-noon & 1-3 p.m.
Girl Scouts: Water Day, Sat. Oct. 13, noon-3 p.m.
Webelos: Geology, Sat. Nov. 10, 10 a.m.-noon & 1-3 p.m.
Girl Scouts: Night Owl, Fri. Jan. 11, 6-7:30 p.m.

Winter Beach Party, Fri. Jan. 25 & Sat. Dec. 26, 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

KROENING INTERPRETIVE CENTER
in North Mississippi Regional Park; Colleen Sweeney,
763.694.7693, csweeney@threeriversparkdistrict.org

Natural Resource Monitors



FeederWatch, November-March, flexible

Program Assistants & Interpreters
*New volunteers: contact Colleen for interview and training referral.



-

MEA Fall Fun on the Farm, Thu. Oct. 18 & Fri. Oct. 19, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Chef’s Harvest Celebration Dinner, Sat. Sep. 22, 4-9 p.m.
Harvest Hoedown, Sat. Sep. 29, 4:30-9 p.m.
Celebrate the Harvest, Sat. Oct. 6, 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun. Oct. 7,
9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Halloween Farm Fun, Sat. Oct. 27, 4:30-9:30 p.m.
Winter Sunrise on the Farm, Sat. Feb. 2, 7 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Valentine’s Day Sleigh Rides, Thu. Feb. 14, 4-10:30 p.m.
Sheep Shearing, Sat. Mar. 16, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Spring into Farming, Fri. Mar. 29, 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

School Programs*

Program Assistants & Interpreters
*New volunteers: contact Brett for interview and training.



Preschool Programs*
Mondays, year-round





Public Programs*

-

Kicksled & Snowshoe Demonstrations, weekends, December-February

-

Maple Syrup Programs, March, call for schedule

Walk When the Moon is Full, Sun. Sep. 30, 7:30-9 p.m.; Tue. Oct. 29,
6:30-8 p.m.

School Programs*
Tuesdays-Fridays, school year



Scout Programs*

-

Valentine’s Day Dinner, Thu. Feb. 14, 6-9 p.m.
Maple Syrup Festival, Sat. Mar. 16, 1-4 p.m.

Saturday Mornings on the Farm, May-October, 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

in Carver Park Reserve; Brett Sieberer, 763.694.7650,
bsieberer@threeriversparkdistrict.org

Girl Scouts: Animal Habitats, Sat. May 18, 10 a.m.-noon & 1-3 p.m.

Big Woods Halloween, Sat. Oct. 20, 6-9 p.m.

-

LOWRY NATURE CENTER

Bears: Weather, Sat. Apr. 20, 10 a.m.-noon & 1-3 p.m.

Little Folks Halloween, Sat. Oct. 20, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Site Events

Tuesdays-Fridays, school year

Webelos: Naturalist, Sat. Feb. 9, 10 a.m.-noon & 1-3 p.m.

Site Events

-



Apple Cidering, Sun. Sep. 23, 30 & Oct. 7, 1-4 p.m.

Scout Programs*

-



Mondays, Tuesdays & Thursdays, 10 a.m.-noon & 1-3 p.m.

Preschool Programs*



Boy Scouts: Astronomy, Sat. Dec. 1, 10 a.m.-noon
Scouts: Maple Syruping, Tue. Mar. 19, 4:30-6 p.m.

Site Events

-

Halloween, Sat. Oct. 27, 4-9:30 p.m., Gale Woods Farm
Winter Solstice, Sat. Dec. 22, 3-5:30 p.m.
Polar Bear Picnic, Sat. Feb. 2, noon-4 p.m.
Valentine's Dinner, Sat. Feb. 16, 6-8:30 p.m.
Maple Syrup Festival, Sat. Mar. 16, noon-4 p.m.
Spring Eggstravaganza, Fri. Mar. 29 & Sat. Mar. 30, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Project Assistants
- Maple syrup processing, March, call to arrange

Public Programs*
Contact Colleen for volunteer needs.



Site Events

-

Family Fun Days, Sundays, year-round, 1-3 p.m.
Baker Boo, Sat. Oct. 20, 1-4 p.m., Baker campground

Fall/Winter 2012-13
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Volunteer Needs
OUTDOOR RECREATION SCHOOL
District-wide; Katie Andersen, 763.694.7723,
kandersen@threeriversparkdistrict.org

Program Assistants & Interpreters
*New volunteers: contact Katie for interview and training.



Archery Programs*

-





As scheduled

Public Programs*

-

Outdoor Adventurers, monthly, first Wednesday, September-May,
10–11:30 a.m., French (adult/child program that encourages them
to enjoy fun recreational activities together. Kids will be ages 3-6.)

-

Outdoor Kids Club, monthly, second Wednesday, September-May,
1–3 p.m., French (drop-off program for ages 4-5 that gets them
moving, playing and learning in the outdoors.)

Races

-

Autumn Woods Classic run/walk, Sat. Oct. 13, 7 a.m.-12:30 p.m.,
Elm Creek (763.559.6706, volunteer@threeriversparkdistrict.org)

-

Mountain Bike Races:

Sprints: Wed. Aug. 22, 5-8 p.m., Murphy
Murphy Menace 50: Sat. Aug. 25, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Night Races: Wed. Oct. 10 & 17, 5:30-8:30 p.m.,

Linda Dobosenski, 763.694.1118,
ldobosenski@threeriversparkdistrict.org
Murphy;

Tue. Oct. 23 & 30, 5:30-8:30 p.m., Elm Creek

Winter Time Trials:

Sat. Jan. 5, 12 & 26, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Murphy;
Sat. Feb. 2 & 9, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Elm Creek

-



*New volunteers: contact Linda for interview and training.




Trail Mix, Sat. Apr. 20, 5:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. (in shifts), Hyland
(763.694.7690, awilliams@threeriversparkdistrict.org)
As scheduled

Site Events

-

Candy Cane Hunt, Sat. Dec. 15, 1-4 p.m., Silverwood

Project Assistants
- Maple syrup processing, March, French

RICHARDSON NATURE CENTER
in Hyland Lake Park Reserve; 763.694.7676,
richardsonnc@threeriversparkdistrict.org

Program Assistants & Interpreters
*New program volunteers: contact staff for interview and training.



Program Assistants

Scout Programs*

-



SILVERWOOD PARK

Greeter/Snowshoe Rentals



Group Programs*
Public Programs*

-

Get StARTed (free drop-in art activity), Sun. Sep. 16, Oct. 21, Nov.
18, Jan. 20, & Feb. 17, 1-3 p.m.

-

Snowman Making Contest, Mon. Jan. 14, 1-4 p.m.
Gallery exhibition assistance, ongoing during the week of Jan. 7-11

Site Events

-

Field Trip!, Sat. Sep. 22, noon-9 p.m.
Pumpkin Carving Program, Wed. Oct. 24, 5-7 p.m.
Tea with Mrs. Claus, Sun. Dec. 2, 1-3 p.m.
Candy Cane Hunt, Sat. Dec. 15, 1-4 p.m.
Valentine’s Day Dinner, Sat. Feb. 9, 6-9 p.m.

Project Assistants
- Office assistance, weekdays, year-round, flexible
- Art program material preparation, weekdays, year-round, flexible
- Natural dye materials preparation, flexible hours, experience with
natural dyeing desired.

Weekends, late December-February







Public Programs*

-

Apple Cidering, Sun. Sep. 16, 30 & Oct. 14, 2:30-4:30 p.m.
Training: Sun. Sep. 16, 1:30-2:45 p.m.

-

Full Moon Walks, monthly, evenings, call for schedule and interview

Site Events

-

Chair Lift Rides, Fri. Oct. 5, 4:30-9:30 p.m.; Sat. Oct. 6, 3:30-6:30
p.m. & 6-9:30 p.m., Hyland Ski & Snowboard Area

-

Old-Fashioned Ice Harvest Festival, Sat. Jan. 26, 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Candlelight & Chocolate, Thu. Feb. 14, 4:30-10 p.m.

School Programs*
Weekdays, school year, training to be arranged
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Natural Resources
volnrm@threeriversparkdistrict.org

WILDLIFE
District-wide; Steven Hogg, 763.694.7848; or Madeleine Linck,
763.694.7851

Monitors & Surveyors
- Bluebirds, April-August, weekly,

full season commitment, as openings

occur (Steven)

Project Assistants



Prairie Seed Collection
All collections start at 10:30 a.m. and end at approximately 1:30 p.m.
Saturdays:

-

Carver Park Reserve, Victoria: Sep. 29
Crow-Hassan Park Reserve, near Rogers: Aug. 25, Sep. 8, 22,
Oct. 6, 13, 20

-

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve, Savage: Aug. 18, Sep. 1, 15
Tuesdays:

-

Baker Park Reserve, Maple Plain: Sep. 18, 25
Crow-Hassan Park Reserve, near Rogers: Aug. 14, 28, Oct. 2, 16
Elm Creek Park Reserve, Dayton: Sep. 11
Hyland Lake Park Reserve, Bloomington: Sep. 4

Murphy-Hanrehan Park Reserve, Savage: Aug. 21, Oct. 9
Registration Required:

Online: www.ThreeRiversParks.org/volunteer
Phone: Volunteer Office at 763.559.6706
Email: volunteer@threeriversparkdistrict.org

THE LANDING-MN RIVER HERITAGE PARK
Richard Williams, 763.694.7786,
rwilliams@threeriversparkdistrict.org

Program Assistants & Interpreters
*New volunteers: contact Richard for interview and training.



Living History Interpretation*
Year-round, flexible schedule



Musician*
Year-round, flexible schedule



School Programs*
Weekdays, school year



Site Events

-

Eagle Creek Fair, Sat. & Mon. Sep. 1 & 3, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. Sep. 2,
11 a.m.-5 p.m.

-

Apple Fest, Sat. Oct. 6, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. Oct. 7, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

-

Folkways By Candlelight, Fri. Dec. 21, 5–9 p.m.

Ghost Walk, Fri. Oct. 19, 5-9 p.m.
Old Fashioned Trick or Treat, Sat. Oct. 20, 3-8 p.m.
Veterans Remembrance Day, Sat. Nov. 10, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Victorian Thanksgiving, Sun. Nov. 17, noon-4 p.m.
Folkways of the Holidays, Dec. 1-23, Saturdays, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.;
Sundays, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. (training: Sat. Nov. 17, 10 a.m.-noon)
Victorian Valentine’s Day, Sat. Feb. 9, call for time
Maple Syrup Through History, Sat., Mar., call for date and time

The minimum age for participation is 12. Youth must be accompanied
by an adult (1 adult/8 youth 12-14 years). Groups of 10 or more adults
or youth accompanied by adults may contact Steven directly to arrange
a special collection date.

Project Specialists
- Independent seed collection, advanced skill required (Steven)
- Seed cleaning, as needed, Crow-Hassan (Steven)

HORTICULTURE
District-wide; Arla Carmichiel, 763.694.7845

Project Assistants
- Adopt-a-Garden, spring-fall,

two work days/month, full growing
season commitment preferred, several parks
Weed and clean up rain gardens and landscape plantings. A sponsor
recognition sign is provided for a 2-year commitment.

Research
District-wide; Jon Nauman, 763.559.6742,
jnauman@threeriversparkdistrict.org

Project Assistants
- Visitor Research/Data Collection
Year–round, flexible schedule averaging one two-hour shift every couple of weeks. Training to be arranged. Document park visitor activity
through observation and/or brief surveys at various park locations.

Victorian Easter Egg Roll, Sat. Apr., call for date and time

Project Assistants
- Miscellaneous project and maintenance needs
Fall/Winter 2012-13
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Address Service Requested

Volunteer Office
12615 County Road 9
Plymouth, MN 55441

Contact Us
Phone: 763.559.6706
Text Telephone: 763.559.6719
E-mail: volunteer@threeriversparkdistrict.org
Visit www.ThreeRiversParks.org/volunteer

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and Compost
To help reduce consumption of our natural
resources, one copy of this publication is being
mailed to each household. This publication is also
available at www.ThreeRiversParks.org/volunteer.

Big Event Needs
Many volunteers are needed for events throughout the year.
Ongoing and one-time volunteers are welcome. To sign up or
for more information about these events and others, see pages
3-7 for site/work group listings or contact the Volunteer Office
at volunteer@threeriversparkdistrict.org or 763.559.6706. Visit
www.ThreeRiversParks.org/volunteer for additional details.

HALLOWEEN EVENTS


AUTUMN WOODS CLASSIC RUN/WALK
Sat. Oct. 13, 6:30 a.m.-noon (in shifts), Elm Creek




Park Patrol (first aid)



Program Assistants (Waste Watchers: Make this a zero waste
event. Help guests sort trash and provide basic education on
recycling and composting.)

Program Assistants (registration; finish line; greeting; volunteer check-in; kids’ activities; face painting)

MOUNTAIN BIKE RACES
For dates, see listing on page 7 under Outdoor Recreation School.
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Park Patrol (first aid)
Program Assistants (course marking; registration; timing; food;
set-up/clean-up; course direction; water stops & other tasks)

Program Assistants

-

Hyland’s Not-So-Scary Trick-or-Treat Trail, Sat. Oct. 13, 5-8 p.m.
(See Facilities)

-

Ghost Town, Fri. Oct. 19, 5-9 p.m.; Old Fashioned Trick or Treat,
Sat. Oct. 20, 3-8 p.m., The Landing

-

Little Folks Halloween, Sat. Oct. 20, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.; Big Woods
Halloween, Sat. Oct. 20, 6-9 p.m., Eastman Nature Center

-

Baker Boo, Sat. Oct. 20, 1-4 p.m., Baker campground (See
Kroening Interpretive Center)

-

Pumpkin Carving Program, Wed. Oct. 24, 5-7 p.m., Silverwood
Halloween Farm Fun, Sat. Oct. 27, 4:30-9:30 p.m., Gale Woods
(See Gale Woods & Lowry Nature Center)

VALENTINE’S DAY EVENTS


Program Assistants

-

Valentine’s Day Dinner, Sat. Feb. 9, 6-9 p.m., Silverwood
Victorian Valentine's Day, Sat. Feb. Feb. 9, The Landing
Valentine’s Day Event, Thu. Feb. 14, 4-10 p.m., Baker
Valentine’s Day Dinner, Thu. Feb. 14, 6-9 p.m., Eastman
Valentine’s Day Sleigh Rides, Thu. Feb. 14, 4-10:30 p.m., Gale Woods
Candlelight & Chocolate, Thu. Feb. 14, 4:30-10 p.m., Richardson
Valentine's Dinner, Sat. Feb. 16, 6-8:30 p.m., Lowry
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More Ways to Help
CONSIDER PLANNED
GIVING OPPORTUNITIES
Have

you

ever

asked

yourself,

“What kind of legacy do I want to
leave?”

Planned gifts make a big

difference in our ability to fulfill our
mission of promoting environmental
stewardship through recreation and
education in a natural resourcesbased park system. You can make
a lasting gift that will be enjoyed by
generations
remembering

to
Three

come
Rivers

by
Park

District in your will, estate or trust.
Out of all the options, bequests and
beneficiary

designations

are

the

most common and simplest types
of planned gifts to arrange.

Growing the Wonder Fund
Each year, the Wonder Fund makes it possible for school groups and youth with
demonstrated financial need to experience our parks and programs. Last year, more
than 100,000 students visited us as part of their curriculum, and many local

Bequests and beneficiary
designations:
 T r a n s f e r p r o p e r t y t o a n
individ ual or organization
through a will, trust, life
insurance policy, retirement fund
or other financial account

schools relied on charitable contributions to participate. In addition, the Wonder Fund
gave many kids the opportunity to attend summer camp or enrich their lives
through other fee-based programs and events.
Every contribution is important, because for as little as $3.50 per student, a wonderfilled field trip will become a life-changing experience.

volunteer for 25 years and a past (1993) Distinguished Volunteer Service Award recipient.
As a Cargill retiree, Doug took the initiative to apply for the Cargill Cares Volunteer Award.
This award recognizes 25 outstanding Cargill volunteers worldwide each semester and
includes a donation to an organization where each award recipient volunteers.
The demand for our Wonder Fund consistently outpaces the available funds. Last
year, Doug’s award represented $2,500 of the $14,000 the Park District received from
about 100 donors to bring kids into our parks for field trips and other programs. That
$2,500 equates to up to 715 youth scholarships. His volunteerism and application to
Cargill made quite an impact!
The Park District also received $1 add-on contributions from about 2,000 people,
which made it possible for up to 500 more kids to participate. However, requests made to
the Wonder Fund far exceeded the available funds. Fortunately, the receipt of an estate
gift, which was dedicated to the Wonder Fund, assisted us greatly in meeting our
community’s needs. This year, requests surpassed the $36,000 in scholarships that we
had available for 2012, and the Wonder Fund was fully allocated and exhausted by April 1.
As some of our strongest advocates, we need your help to spread the word about
the Wonder Fund and the importance of involving youth in our field trips and other
programming, regardless of their family’s financial status.

If you would like to

recommend a possible funding source, request assistance with an application or make
own

gift,

please

do

not

giving@threeriversparkdistrict.org.

hesitate

to

contact

Are easy to set up, revocable,
and will not affect your assets or
cash flow during your lifetime



Deliver a specific dollar amount or a
set percentage of an estate or asset



Reduce the taxable value of your
estate at the federal and state level



Leave your legacy by ensuring
what you care about is protected
for future generations

Last year, one of our most

significant gifts to the Wonder Fund came to us via Doug Lindberg, a Three Rivers

your



us

at

763.559.6774

or

Please contact us at 763.559.6774 or
giving@threeriversparkdistrict.org
for more information or to request
suggested text for your will. We will
gladly serve as a resource to you.

Donations

Story continued from front cover.

ist in 1999 and work on a team for a day camp program with children three times a week. It gave me another chance to be kid
again and be on a team. It also prepared me for a program with
volunteers. Sometimes though, I like to work alone with the rap-

All contributions to Three Rivers will be used for public purposes
and are fully tax-deductible as allowable by law.

INVEST IN YOUR PARK DISTRICT

tors, talking with visitors or taking charge of a program.”

Contributions from people like you benefit

Interacting with program guests and sharing her knowledge of

our entire community. Donations support

the raptors she cares for are what Holly enjoys most about volun-

natural resources, parks, trails, and activi-

teering for Three Rivers. She recalls the Fall Chair Lift Rides at Hy-

ties, as well as provide assistance to those

land Ski and Snowboard Area: “Every year in the fall, visitors come

who could otherwise not participate in park

to see the colorful trees, look at stars through the telescope and

programs. Contact us at 763.559.9000 or

see the Barred Owl. While I am holding the owl on my gloved fist,

giving@threeriversparkdistrict.org to learn more about these

crowds of visitors are very excited and curious. It thrills us to be

and other ways to give or visit www.ThreeRiversParks.org:

outdoors, talking with visitors through the sign language interpret-



er.

The way they talk to me and ask questions or make com-

ments, makes me feel like they forgot I'm deaf. I love that kind of

initiatives that fall outside of our established tax-based budget.

atmosphere and it's inspired me to be near the raptors.”

Providing an undesignated contribution allows us to use your

When Holly initially reached out to become a raptor care vol-

gift immediately to help the Park District reach its full potential,

unteer, she was tentative due to concerns she thought the naturalists may have of language barriers and her lack of raptor care experience. Those fears quickly dissipated, though: “I have wonder-

exceed expectations and better serve our community.



ful memories of the moment when I found out I could volunteer
with raptors.

Give where your financial support is needed most
We establish priorities for philanthropic funding for special

Direct your gift to something meaningful to you
Do you frequent a special park, trail or facility? Is there a
certain activity you enjoy? We will gladly work with you to

I called the naturalist in charge of raptor care at

ensure that your dollars are invested in what you value most.

Richardson Nature Center. While talking on the phone with him I

Consider these sample designations:

felt very stressed. Maybe he would be concerned that I was deaf
and had never worked with raptors. So, I told him about my abil-

-

Open a child’s eyes through the Wonder Fund
We award mini-grants to school groups with demonstrated financial need to allow youth to experience our parks and programs.
You can fund a memory-packed, curiosity-filled field trip for as little as $3.50 per student.

-

Support local reforestation through Forests Forever
Starting at just $25, you can plant a 6- to 12-foot native tree. Our
commemorative tree plantings allow you to help the environment
while also marking a special occasion or honoring a loved one.

ity and skills. I don't remember exactly what I said to him. He
said, ‘Let's go ahead and make an appointment for raptor training!’
Then I visited Richardson to meet him with an interpreter. I also
met the Barred Owl. I never imagined that I would meet a closeup LIVE WILD BIRD until I met him.

Then I worked with three

birds of prey at Richardson for fourteen years. Now I'm working
with a one-eyed Great Horned Owl at Eastman Nature Center. It
was a big and awesome opportunity for me at Three Rivers. Staff
never said, 'No, we can't provide an interpreter because of costs.’
I sometimes feel like I'm in heaven. Before, I felt like my opportunities were limited. I feel great while volunteering because I can
talk to everyone through an interpreter. I love animals and nature,



Do you prefer to give to a 501(c)(3) organization?
Choose Three Rivers Park District Foundation
Three Rivers Park District Foundation is a nonprofit
organization with 501(c)(3) status that works closely
with the Park District. Contact us at 763.559.6774 or
info@threeriversparksfdn.org.

volunteering there makes me feel closer to nature!”
Holly offered some additional thoughts. “For the Hearing community: Deaf people would like to learn something new just like
Hearing people. They like to feel welcome and it doesn't matter if
Hearing people don't know American Sign Language (ASL) or don't
know how to approach them.

Try communicating with them in

many ways, like pen and paper or gesturing. That helps Deaf people to feel like they are participating or making a friend.
“For the Deaf community: I can understand that Deaf people

Employment

sometimes feel that Hearing people lack patience about communicating with Deaf. I never think about it because I’m a teacher of
the Language. Hearing people are great people! They can be sensitive and considerate about Deaf people's happiness. They would
love to communicate with Deaf people but don't know how. I am
Deaf and we have to teach them in signs, about Our Language and

Regular and Seasonal Job Openings
Go to www.ThreeRiversParks.org and click on employment.

College Work Study
Contact: Volunteer Resources Manager, Noreen Buhmann,
763.694.2042, nbuhmann@threeriversparkdistrict.org

Culture. If we teach them, it gives them confidence about how to
communicate with deafies\"/.”
10 (Insert)
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