
 

 
 

Nine Mile Creek Regional Trail - Edina 
Community Assessment Team 

 
Meeting 2 Minutes 

January 13, 2010 
Prepared by: Heather Gates, Planning & Development Secretary 

Submitted on: February 10, 2010 
 
Present: Kelly Grissman, Planner 
 Jonathan Vlaming, Senior Manager of Planning 
 Heather Gates, Secretary 
 John Keprios, Director of Parks and Recreation – Edina 
 Kevin Bigalke, Nine Mile Creek Watershed District – Administrator 
 Richard Johnson, Segment 1 Representative 
 Bob Lubar, Segment 2 Representative 
 Robert Schwartzbauer, Segment 3 Representative 
 Reid Kilberg, Segment 4 Representative 
 Dave Henry, Segment 5E & 7 Representative 
 Michael Wolff, Segment 8 Representative 
 Harvey Johnson, Segment 9 Representative 
 Peter McCarthy, Segment 11 Representative 
 Nancy Crain, Segment 19 Representative 
 Wendy Amundson, Segment 20 Representative 
  

 
Absent: Eric Burfeind, Edina High School Science Teacher 
 Brent Christensen, Graduate Engineer 
 Alice Hulbert, Bike Edina 
 Randy Lehr, Water Resources Manager 
 Joseph Hulbert, Edina Park Board 
  
Meeting Start: 6:30 PM  
 

1. Brief welcome and thank you to all team members for volunteering to assist 
in the Community Assessment Team 
A. Reviewed Agenda 
B. Community Team Member Introductions 
C. House Keeping: 

i. Any letters sent on behalf of CAT should be signed or have 
some type of acknowledgement that everyone has seen and 
approved of correspondence. 

ii. Please review meeting minutes in a timely fashion so they can 
be placed on website  

 
2. Address the questions in the letter sent by CAT: 

A. Jonathan went through the letter and answered the questions brought 
up within the letter. Jonathan will check with the Park District’s general 
council to see if it is allowed to use taxpayer’s money for a postage 



budget. A few members said that they have many elderly along their 
route and they do not have access to email. They would rather send 
letters to everyone in their segment. The Park District said staff could 
send a mass mailing to everyone in the segments with instructions on 
how to access information on the web site and how to contact their 
segment representative.   

   
3. EAW Update 

A. EAW will be ready late March or early April 
i. Park District is meeting with consultant in January to review 

progress/preliminary findings. 
ii. EAW review process will include a 30-day public comment 

period and two identical open houses with a presentation of 
the findings. 

iii. Response to public comments will become part of the 
EAW/record. 

iv. EAW findings will help quantify the potential challenges of 
some segments. 

v. EAW includes all segments – not just creek based routes. 
 

Associated Discussion:  
CAT members had several questions regarding the responsible party for 
paying for screening and easements, the design and location of screening, 
and construction phasing. Screening, if required as part of the regional trail 
project, is the financial responsibility of the Park District. The determination of 
the screening location, size, and type will be resolved during the design phase 
of the regional trail; however, the CAT may provide recommendations as to 
where screening should occur and to what extent. Due to the length, 
expense, and scope of the regional trail, construction would occur in phasing 
to best capitalize on potential funding partners and sources and to provide 
logical trail connections within the City.     

  
4. Nine Mile Creek Watershed District – Kevin Bigalke 

A. Brief overview on Watershed District rules and regulations. The Park 
District will need to follow all rules and regulations similar to private 
residents. 

B. Updated CAT on creek & trail alignment in Hopkins 
C. Explained why it was necessary to realign the creek in Hopkins and why 

it will be necessary to do the same in parts of Edina 
D. Many factors are considered in determining if a creek or body of water 

should be rerouted:  
i.  Creek health;  
ii. Stability; 
iii. Ecological function;  
iv. Impaired water (does it support fish and other species?); and  
v. Magnitude of bounce after rain/storm melt event  

E. Due to the cost, the project will be done in sections and paid for by the 
entire Watershed District not adjacent property owners.   

F. The Watershed District will look for ways to preserve and restore 
habitat along the creek corridor.   

G. In some cases where the creek bank is unstable, the bank may be 
resloped and then restabilized with riprap and vegetation. This will also 
help redirect velocity.   



H. Creek restoration work will involve tree removal.  Trees will be replaced 
but not at the same size, species composition, or necessary the same 
location.  Effort will be taken to preserve significant creek corridor trees.  
Buckthorn and box elder are all undesirable trees that will likely be 
removed as part of the project.  

I. The work will require backhoes, bulldozers and other heavy equipment.  
Effort will be taken to minimize potential impacts on adjacent properties 
and expedite work as feasible.    

J. There will be a short-term visual disturbance. 
 

Associated Discussion: 
The CAT expressed concern over the funding of the creek restoration 
project and potential for assessments to adjacent neighbors to cover the 
project.  Kevin reiterated that all property owners within the Watershed 
District will equally pay for the creek restoration work.  Kevin also stated 
that the Watershed District has the authority to issue special assessments 
but has not done so and the Board has not recently discussed this as a 
potential funding solution. The Board has historically taken the position 
that the projects the Board funds and oversees have regional benefits and 
should be funding accordingly.    
 
The CAT requested clarification on what the Park District and Watershed 
District would pay for. Kevin, Kelly, and Jonathan stated that the 
Watershed District would split the trail/boardwalk costs with the Park 
District for creek-based routes with the exception of any mitigation 
requirements, which would be the sole responsibility of the Park District. 
Any road-based routes would be the sole financial responsibility of the 
Park District. Creek restoration work would be the sole financial 
responsibility of the Watershed District. The Watershed District will also 
provide funding for 25 percent of related easement expenses.   

 
5. Public Safety – Officer Danny McCullough 
 

A. Brief overview of Three Rivers Park District Public Safety 
i. Public Safety has a total of 27 commissioned police officers.  

There are an additional 15 Public Safety Officers (PSO).   
ii. There are typically six police officers and six PSOs on duty at 

any given time within the Park District.  These numbers can 
vary day to day, depending on special events and so forth. 

iii. Two police officers and three PSOs are specifically assigned to 
trails.  There is no other police department in the state of MN 
that has a dedicated unit to cover trails. Combined with other 
Public Safety on duty, the trail patrol covers approximately 100 
miles of trail/day during the spring/summer/fall. 

iv. In 2009, 8 police officers covered 5,476 miles on bicycle.  This 
does not include miles of trail covered by foot patrol, 
automobile, ATV, or snowmobile.   

B. Regional trail safety overview 
i. The majority of recent citations were given to bikers not 

stopping at the stop signs and dog owners either not cleaning 
up after their dog or not having their dog on a leash.  

ii. The Park District has not had any violent crimes such as rape, 
robbery, or assault occurred on the Park District’s regional trail 
system. 



iii. In 2008, the Park District had approximately 80 public contacts 
on our regional trail system.  In 2009, the Park District had 
approximately 250 contacts on our trails.  This includes 
warnings, citations, and medical calls. A few of these contacts 
may also be vandalism reports.  In 2009, this roughly breaks 
down to about 100 citations and 150 written warnings and 
medical responses.   

iv. An overwhelming majority of incidents on trails are very minor 
(petty misdemeanor) violations such as cyclist not obeying 
traffic signs, dogs off leash, etc.  On occasion, a marijuana 
violation has occurred in the Hopkins/St. Louis Park area, but 
not often.   

v. Trails are extremely low crime areas, even if the area that the 
trail goes through is a high crime area.  For example, there are 
certain sections of the Cedar Lake LRT Trail in St. Louis Park 
that go through "rough" areas.  The Park District has not had 
any serious incidents in those areas. 

C. Regional trail public safety response overview 
i. If a 911 call comes in, it is possible to have a Park District 

officer and/or a City police officer respond to the call – it will 
depend on the incident as well as the location of the closest 
officer.  In general, local agencies will be the first responders 
for 911 calls reporting a serious criminal or medical incident. 
For 911 calls reporting minor incidents, such as a complaint 
about a biker who was going fast and almost hit them, a dog 
off leash, or vandalism, the Park District will be the primary 
response agency.   

ii. Park District public safety monitor calls/dispatch on their radios 
and respond accordingly. 

iii. Due to mutual aid agreements, every regional trail in Hennepin 
County on any day of the week has 2 police agencies (Park 
District and local city) providing patrol and response services. 

 
Associated Discussion:  
The CAT was interested in how many times outside agencies (local public 
safety departments) responded to incidents on Park District regional trails.  
This data is not readily available as it is not tracked or compiled in this 
manner.     
 
The CAT team also expressed interest in how many times a regional trail 
is generally patrolled over the course of a day. Danny responded that 
most regional trails are patrolled twice a day, but this could vary 
depending on use, recent incident, and acting public safety initiatives (trail 
stop sign enforcement).  
 
The CAT asked how two trail officers could cover the entire regional trail 
system and respond to incidents in a timely fashion. Danny explained that 
the regional trails are patrolled by the entire Public Safety Department 
and not just the trail patrol, which as specifically assigned to the regional 
trails. There are typically six police officers and six PSOs on duty and 
prepared to respond to regional trail incidents. In addition, the local public 
safety departments provide assistance on regional trails as needed, similar 
to the Park District providing public safety assistance to local public safety 
departments throughout local communities as needed. 



 
 8. Next meeting will be on Wednesday, February 17, 2010, at the Edina Senior 

Center.  
 
Meeting adjourned: 8:50 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
To the best of the writer’s ability, this document accurately reflects the business transacted during the 
meeting. If any attendee believes that there are any inconsistencies, omissions or errors in the minutes, 
they should submit their proposed revisions to Kelly Grissman at kgrissman@threeriversparkdistrict.org by 
Wednesday February 17, 2010. Unless objections are raised prior to February 17, the Park District and 
CAT will consider this account accurate. 
 
References discussed at this meeting and referred to in these meeting minutes will 
be available on the Park District’s web site at a future date. 
 
C:   All invitees 

mailto:kgrissman@threeriversparkdistrict.org


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


